
CHILMARK ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 
Draft Minutes of the Annual Assembly held on Thursday 7 May 2026  
in the Chilmark Reading Room at 7pm 

Parish Councillors present: Sir Richard Packer, Sir Raymond Jack, Adam Bolton, 
Becca Bolton, Johan Denekamp and Janie Whipp 
Parish Clerk: Bev Small 

Public present: Brand King (Chair Chilmark Cricket Club), Mungo Melvin (Chair 
FFMG), Olivia von Halle (Chair Claybush Management Committee), Peter Young 
(representing the PCC), Mary Campbell, Lesley Denekamp, Carl Jacobs, Tony 
Lewis, Sarah Miller, Henry Pelham, Anne Pettigrew, Angus Small 

1. Welcome and Apologies for absence 
Welcome by Sir Richard Packer to all. 

Apologies were received from Wiltshire Councillor, Bridget Wayman, Todd Jex 
(Chair of Chilmark Horticultural Society), Alison Whipp-Long (Chair of the Reading 
Room) & Grant Philpott (Lay Chair of the Parochial Church Council) 

2.   Minutes of the Annual Assembly held on Wednesday 7 May 2025 were agreed. 

3. Reports from village groups: these will be annexed following the minutes 

• The Chair of Chilmark Parish Council - Read by Sir Richard Packer 
• The Wiltshire Council Councillor Bridget Wayman. Read by the Clerk 
• The Chair of the Forbes Field Management Group. Read by Mungo Melvin 
• The Treasurer of the Forbes Field Management Group. Read by Johan 

Denekamp 
• The Chair of the Chilmark Cricket Club. Read by Brand King. Grant Application 

£500 
• The Chair of Chilmark Horticultural Society. Read by the Clerk. No grant 

application. 
• The Chair of the Chilmark Playground Committee. Read by Olivia von Halle. 

Grant Application £500 
• The Chair of the Chilmark Reading Room Committee. Read by the Clerk. Grant 

Application £500 
• The Lay Chair of the Parochial Church Council. Read by Peter Young on behalf 

of Grant Philpott. Grant application £500 
• Note from the Final Minutes of The Village Voice 
The final VV was the 100th edition in July. James Lock audited the accounts just 
prior to the AGM confirming a balance of £519.70 as at 13 August 2025. As agreed 
at the Annual General Meeting at the end of October 2025, the remaining Village 
Voice funds have been distributed as agreed and the treasurer closed the bank 
account. 
£209.85 donation to the Reading Room, £209.85 donation to the Church Fabric 
Fund and £100.00 one-off gift vouchers (shared between Heidi, Lynn and Virginia 
for distributing printed versions of Sarah’s weekly emails) 



The village is grateful to Sarah Miller for the continuing weekly VV emails which 
help keep everyone informed.  

4. Statement of Accounts for the year 2025/2026  
Report from the Clerk, Bev Small: Including Forbes Field, the Millennium Cross & the 
newly established Frickers Paddock Sinking Fund. 

The Parish Council’s year-end balance on 31 March 2026 was £18,335 (with the 
Millennium Cross account standing at £1,310, the Frickers Paddock Sinking Fund at 
£1,001and Forbes Field at £6,258).  

Total Receipts for the year amounted to £21,729 with expenditure of £17,031, 
therefore resulting in a positive balance of £4,699. However there will be some 
additional costs to be taken into consideration from the 2025/26 which will impact 
the budget in the forthcoming financial year 2026/27. The Parish Council should 
receive a VAT refund of £1,622 for 2025/26. 
  
The Receipts for the year included the Precept of £15,400 and an unexpected CLE 
payment of £2,279 for Bevisfield on Cow Drove, as a new self build CLE property 
which was sold within 3 years of completion. As such the CLE exemption was 
removed in accordance with regulations. The PC has 5 years to spend the funds 
and it was confirmed by Wiltshire Council that this money could be used towards 
the cost of the Speed Indicator Device. 

Expenses were higher than last year due to the essential major repair works at 
Frickers Paddock, which together with some tree works cost £5,190. The greatest 
expenses were the salaries for 3 clerks and their associated expenses costing 
£4,656 and the Speed Indicator Device (SID) which cost £3,018. However Forbes 
Field expenditure for the year was lower than previous years at £2,121, and the 
already mentioned CLE payment was most helpful in offsetting the majority of the 
cost of the SID.  

Not Including Forbes Field and Millennium Cross: 
Looking at the accounts for the Parish Council Community Account without Forbes 
Field, the Millennium Cross and the Frickers Paddock Sinking Fund the Year-End 
Balance on 31 March 2026 was £9,757. Total receipts for the year amounted to 
£17,709 with expenditure of £15,910 resulting in a surplus of £1,800. 

The Receipts for the year consisted of £15,400 from the Precept and £2,279 from 
the CLE Payment. 

In accordance with regulations, the electorate will be able to inspect the 
accounts from Wednesday 3 June to Tuesday 14 July 2026 and the forms will be 
posted on the Parish Council website before 3 June. www.southwilts.com/site/
chilmarkparishcouncil  
The Parish Council qualifies as a smaller authority as neither its gross income nor 
expenditure exceed £25,000. This means that we can certify as exempt for a 
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limited assurance review under Section 9 of the Local Audit Regulation 2015. The 
forms have been sent to notify the external auditor. 

Clerk Note following the meeting: the total receipt and expenditure figures 
reported above vary slightly from those presented at the PC Annual Assembly, 
however following further verification the figures in these minutes have been 
certified as correct.  
Several items that were in the 25/26 budget have gone into the new budget for 
the new financial year 2026/27, therefore the PC does not have the surplus these 
figures might imply. The unanticipated Frickers Paddocks repairs and tree works 
meant that no village grants were able to be made in 2025/26. This year’s grant 
applications will be discussed and agreed at the next PC meeting on 2 July 2026. 

5. Date of the next Annual Assembly: Thursday 6 May 2027 

The Chairman thanked the members of the public for attending and closed the 
Assembly part of the meeting. Everyone was welcome to stay on for the Annual 
Meeting of the Parish Council, to follow immediately afterwards. 

The meeting closed at 8pm. 

Minutes adopted 
Signed: 
Date : 

Reports 2025/26 for Chilmark Annual Assembly  

Report of Chilmark Parish Council (PC)  
Sir Richard Packer - Chair of Chilmark Parish Council 
Membership At the elections in May 2025 three long standing members stood 
down, but two new members joined. However both newcomers soon left as did 
our experienced Flood Warden, Carl Jacobs, leaving us for a short period with only 
four members. Thankfully the husband and wife team of Adam and Becca Bolton 
came forward and quickly got up to speed. At year’s end we had six members, 
one short of our legal maximum of seven. 

The post of clerk has also seen much change. Sofya Pattenden moved away from 
the area and resigned in summer 2025 and two replacements did not last long. 
Very recently Bev Small, who ceased to be a councillor at the May 2025 election, 
volunteered for the role to the relief of the whole PC, and is now well established in 
post. 

Playing Field/Playground A remarkable saga started with the school’s decision to 
erect tall black railings around the Claybush Playing Field without consultation with 
residents, the PC or indeed anyone else. (Doing so without obtaining planning 
permission would have almost certainly been contrary to planning requirements) 
At the same time the Salisbury Diocesan Board of Education (SDBE), responsible for 



the school, claimed that they could not and/or would not extend the lease of the 
Playground Group which had happily leased and occupied part of the field for 
many years. 

Thankfully we have managed to emerge from this unpromising situation with a 
satisfactory outcome. At SDBE’s suggestion ownership of the field has been 
transferred from them to the PC; the existing wire fence has been repaired (at 
SDBE expense); and the PC awaits suggestions from the Playground Committee for 
a new playground, the previous one having been demolished for safety reasons. 

During the year significant repairs have been made to the Frickers Paddock 
playground.  

Flooding Once again the village was threatened by flooding in winter 2025/26 
following heavy rains. Much effort by the Flood Warden, Becca Bolton and others 
managed to prevent any serious incidents. 

It is apparent that geographically the village is susceptible to flooding and that 
climate changes may have increased this susceptibility. Hence the need for flood 
mitigation will remain with us for the foreseeable future. 

Speed Indicator Device A traffic calming device was installed on the B3089 for 
traffic travelling westwards. This was at significant cost to the PC (over £3k) 

Forbes Field The main effort at planting and improvement has been completed 
and the field is now a pleasure to view, a tribute to Chilmark resident Mungo 
Melvin and the many others who have managed the transformation. This has been 
achieved without any contribution from precept funds. 

Wates Field In March a subsidiary of Wates, the house builders, notified the PC that 
they had purchased a substantial acreage adjoining the village which they 
proposed to develop environmentally so as to provide Biodiversity Net Gain units 
to sell or lease to developers. 

As a response the PC has encouraged the establishment of a group to liaise with 
Wates on matters of village interest. 

Planning 2025/26 was a period when planning proposals did not excite as much 
general interest as has sometimes been the case.  

War Memorial The War Memorial (located in the churchyard) has been restored 
successfully in year, fully financed by public donations 

Finance Recent years has seen a substantial increase in the size of the PC’s 
precept though the 2026/27 level (£17k) is not unusual for a village of Chilmark’s 
size. Previously it was lower than most (in terms of charge per house in a given tax 
band). The PC’s reserves are low and it has adopted a policy of seeking to raise 
them over a period of years to around £10k. 



Report of Wiltshire Councillor Bridget Wayman 
In May 2025 we had the Wiltshire Council elections and I was honoured and 
delighted to be re-elected to serve the Nadder Valley Division. Sadly, the 
Conservatives lost the majority of the Council and the Council is now run by a 
coalition of Liberal Democrats and Independents, but they have a very small 
majority which makes for some interesting debates and votes in full council 
meetings. 

Waste services are gearing up for big changes as the current crop of contracts 
come to an end. Preparation for this has been ongoing for some time, coupled 
with the need to comply with the Environment Act to collect food waste on a 
weekly basis. The current thinking is that as food waste will be removed from your 
black bin, the black bins will only need emptying every three weeks. Recycling 
collections will remain fortnightly and you will also be expected to separate flexible 
plastics into a special bag that will be placed in your recycling bin. Glass will be as 
before. The changes will be introduced in 2027. I wait to see whether the recent 
‘feedback’ survey produces any changes to the administration’s thinking. 

The survey included questions about the Household Recycling Centres. Many 
residents in my Division use or used Shaftesbury HRC until Dorset introduced the 
booking system and an £8.50 per visit charge for Wiltshire residents. As many 
people know, I have been working on persuading Wiltshire to pay Dorset an 
appropriate sum so that we can continue to use Shaftesbury free of charge. In a 
world where we are all supposed to reduce our vehicle emissions, having to travel 
further to a Wiltshire HRC when we have Shaftesbury on our doorstep is plain daft. 

There is also a proposal to introduce a county wide booking system for the HRCs. 
This is most unhelpful when most working people want to use the HRCs at 
weekends and may not be able to do so in future. There are some HRCs where 
queues are an issue, but generally you can get easy access most of the time, 
especially in the afternoons. Booking was introduced a few years ago because of 
the Covid distancing requirements; I see no need for it now, but the usual refrain is 
that every other county is introducing booking. A pilot scheme for the booking 
system will include Salisbury HRC and will go live in September. 

The cabinet member for Waste and Climate Change, Cllr Paul Sample, is very keen 
on renewable energy, including wind turbines and solar farms. Last month, I 
attended a “Local Energy Proposals” meeting in Tisbury, led by the Centre for 
Sustainable Energy, to look at potential sites for wind and solar in Tisbury and the 
surrounding villages. I wanted to hear what they had to say as I am very keen to 
protect the Cranborne Chase National Landscape from being blighted by large 
scale solar or wind turbines. The CSE presenters acknowledged the protected 
landscape, but carried on as though it is immaterial. I shall be keeping a very close 
eye on developments! 



Another consultation has commenced on parking charges. Charges have not 
been increased for four years, hence the justification for increasing them by 20%, 
and they are then proposed to increase again by 5% in two years’ time. To add 
further pain, the proposal is to change the hours charges apply; currently 
8am-6pm to 7am-7pm. Sunday charges will be aligned to weekday charges 

The consultation started on 9 April until 5 May. The consultation will be part of the 
statutory Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) process. People will be able to write to 
the council via email or letter to share their views - more details will be available at 
the start of the consultation. Please do comment. I am most concerned that the 
extension of charging hours will not help the nighttime economy and the Sunday 
charges alignment will put off many people from visiting Salisbury especially. 

Potholes and the state of many of our roads are a huge issue. Funding for Highway 
maintenance comes from the Department of Transport, but is never enough. In the 
budget, the Liberal Democrats proposed borrowing £5m a year for three years 
(which will add borrowing costs to end up as a total bill of nearly £60m over 50 
years). The alternative (defeated) budget the Conservatives put forward would 
have added £6.25m a year from savings made and would not have saddled 
future generations with the cost. Given the state of many of the C and UC roads 
and the demands from A & B roads, I have serious concerns that the minor roads 
are unlikely to be properly repaired for a very long time. I have emailed all parishes 
in my Division for a list of roads where they would like to see works to attend to 
urgent deterioration. 

On a positive note, the Leader of the council did allow me to continue to be the 
Wiltshire Council representative on the Cranborne Chase National Landscape 
body. I support all the work the CCNL does, mostly on a shoestring. Defra funding 
for Farming in Protected Landscapes (FiPL) is distributed by the CCNL and the 
many projects for nature conservation that cross my desk are inspiring. As I travel 
around the CCNL, I am always thrilled at the beautiful landscapes and so 
appreciative of the fact that I live here. We are incredibly lucky. The National 
Landscape’s new Nature Recovery Plan will do much to improve our area and it 
will be on their website very shortly. 

My other mission is to increase awareness of the International Dark Sky Reserve 
across the whole of the CCNL and to encourage residents to reduce light 
pollution, particularly external lighting. If you are planning building alterations or 
extensions, please do not install roof lights, or have automatic blinds that close at 
sunset. I regularly raise this at council planning meetings; even some of our own 
planning officers seem unaware of the benefit to animal and insect life, but also to 
human health, and give scant regard to this important Dark Sky Reserve status. The 
Cranborne Chase website has a useful Position Statement on Light Pollution and 
Steve Tonkin can offer helpful advice. 

Wiltshire Council operates on behalf of the government the Crisis Resilience Fund 
Crisis and Resilience Fund - Wiltshire Council to help people who are struggling 



with essential living costs. Funding is £4.4m this year and there is an additional 
£783,725 for oil heating funding. 

As ever, feel free to contact me on an issue and I will try to help. 
Bridget.Wayman@wiltshire.gov.uk 

Forbes Field Management Group Report 
Mungo Melvin - Chairman FFMG 
Introduction 1. This annual report of the Forbes Field Management Group (FFMG) 
for the Chilmark Village Assembly on 7 May 2026 covers the year to 31 March 2026, 
and should be read in conjunction with the separate financial report submitted by 
the Treasurer and Field Steward, Councillor Johan Denekamp, and with a 
schematic that depicts our recent work in the Field. 

Major FFMG Activities 2. During this period we hosted the Village’s 
commemoration of VE-80 on Thursday, 8 May 2025 and conducted two ‘Field’ 
Days. On Friday, 5 December 2025, we completed our annual end-of-year tidy up 
of the Field that also included the laying of a stone base immediately in front of 
the main entrance sign. On Saturday, 14 February 2026, when joined by several 
enthusiastic members of the Friends of Forbes Field (FoFF), we undertook a number 
of hedging tasks and planted five replacement trees. 

Other FFMG Activities 3. Early in 2026 we installed a dog waste bag dispenser at 
the entrance gate. It remains a concern that some dog owners exercising their 
hounds are not picking up their dog waste. We continue to monitor the situation 
and are grateful to Sarah Harris, who checks the field daily on our behalf. In 
addition, on 3 February 2026 a professional tree pruner completed our annual 
clipping of trees to keep them in good shape. This work is not cosmetic: it is 
designed to reduce the risk of wind damage and to encourage, in the case of fruit 
trees, a well-balanced and rich crop. We have also maintained cameras in the 
Field to photograph visiting wildlife, noting that there has been some renewed 
damage to trees caused by visiting deer. 

Children’s Camping 4. Although the prospect of children’s camping in the Field 
was raised last summer, and approved in principle with the setting out of FFMG 
guidelines, no camping has been carried out to date. 

Future Planting Plans 5. Our longer-term plan remains to plant hedging primarily on 
the southern boundary of the Field, a start being made on 14 February 2026. This 
work is designed to improve the general amenity of the Field and to mask any 
unsightly fencing. To this end, we have approached Chilmark and Fonthill Bishop 
School to apply for a Woodland Trust Grant for hedging whips, which would 
involve schoolchildren with an interesting, educational environmental project. We 
understand that this application is in hand. 

Chilmark Midsummer Event – Saturday 20 June 2026 6. We plan to host a village 
event in the Field, not aiming to replicate the Church Fete, but rather to build on 
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the success of previous occasions such as the Coronation commemoration (May 
2023), Open Day (August 2024) and last year’s VE-80 commemoration. Again, we 
plan to join forces with the Reading Room Committee, and with others, including 
the School and the Horticultural Society. We intend to call this event ‘Families Fun 
at Forbes Field’ (FF@FF)’ and host it from 12.00 pm to 4.00 pm on Saturday 20 June. 
It will involve a bar, BBQ, live (accordion) music, and various children’s activities, 
including a nature trail. 

Safeguarding The Field 7. Future hedging apart, we have now completed the 
major programme of works envisaged when we started the project in early 2022. 
Thus we now enter the longer-term maintenance phase of the project, and need 
to secure sufficient funds to support the necessary up keeping of the Field while 
keeping our expenditure under close review. As a result of a successful 
‘Champions’ appeal to members of the FoFF and more widely to villagers, pledges 
of funds, either as one-off donations or as annual payments, are now coming in. In 
the meantime, we welcome the fact that the Parish Council can now pay the 
annual insurance of the Field. 

Conclusion 8. Notwithstanding the success of the project over the last four years 
and more, further exemplified by recent work, it is clear that we need to keep 
villagers aware of the Field, and to encourage them to make good use of it as an 
attractive village asset, providing considerable amenity and environmental 
benefit. In the meantime, we look forward to hosting the FF@FF event on Saturday 
20 June 2026. 

Forbes Field Management Group Financial Report  
Johan Denekamp - Treasurer FFMG 
This report covers the activity of FFMG for the year ended 31 March 2026. 
Things have gone to plan and our finances are looking robust. 

Current year 2025/26 
We started the year with £4,368 in the bank. In the 12 months we have raised new 
income of £4,010 and we have disbursed £2,121. We have £6,257 in the bank at 31 
March 2026 

In more detail – our income includes the very successful “Champions of FF” appeal 
which raised £3,980. This was established to put FF on to a sound footing looking 
ahead. Some of the funds raised have been set up on a standing order basis. 
Some are generous one off gifts. £30 in interest income. A total income of £4,010. 

Our disbursements included; £834 spent on trees and hedge planting, £400 on 
professional tree pruning/other help, £251 on our website (now put on pause), £163 
on insurance, £304 on water bills and water bags, £168 on plumbing repairs. A total 
of £2,121. The vast majority of the “heavy lifting” has now been completed and we 
now enter a stage of maintenance. 

Budget for 2026/27 



In our budget for next year we expect to spend approximately £2,200. A very 
similar amount to this current year. We have allowed £950 for tree replacements 
and further hedge planting. £400 for professional help, then a water bill allowance 
of £200 (weather dependent), room hire (if needed) of £100. Finally £250 has been 
allowed for all the other smaller items and a £300 buffer. 

We have predicted ongoing annual running costs of approximately £2,000 for 
some time. We launched our Champions appeal in January 2026 and it was well 
received. Donations of £3,980 were banked in the last three months and we 
expect that approximately £1,000 pa will recur as standing orders. 

We hope to end the 2026/27 year with just over £5,000 in the bank. 

The project has gone very well and the overwhelming view of the villagers is that 
the transformation is amazing. The FFMG team, the Friends of Forbes Field and the 
Champions of Forbes Field should feel very proud of their contribution to this 
community asset. 

Chilmark Cricket Club Report 
Chairman - Brand King 
Status and Future of Chilmark Cricket Club  
Introduction As Chilmark Cricket Club enters its 24th year, I am pleased to report 
that the club remains a valued community asset. We continue to provide an 
accessible, friendly standard of cricket, while fostering a social environment that 
encourages friends and family to enjoy the ground and its humble facilities. 

Ground Tenure and Security The most significant milestone in our recent history is 
the signing of a new 25 year lease at Cleeves Farm. This agreement provides the 
club with the long-term security necessary to invest in the facilities and ensures that 
cricket will remain a feature of the Chilmark community for at least another 
generation. 

Membership On the field, playing numbers remain consistent. We are seeing a 
healthy, steady influx of new players which has naturally balanced the transition of 
our more "seasoned" members aging out of the team. 

One of those new players, Ruchir Ketkar, provided a highlight of the 2025 season 
when he won the inaugural Ed Leatham Medal for the Player’s Player of the year. 
This award was minted as a way to recognise someone who made a positive 
contribution to the team, not just in terms of the runs or wickets they got, but also 
the way they played the game and interacted with teammates. Players voted for 
the award anonymously, which made it all the more meaningful. 

Facility Renovations and Fundraising To match our long-term tenure at the ground, 
we have launched a renovation project to update the current facilities. The aim is 
to improve the changing rooms to provide privacy for female and younger 
cricketers, and also to increase the covered space with a new building extending 



from the current kitchen. This room will provide a safe place to watch the game 
with a greatly reduced risk of being hit by a cricket ball. It will also be very useful to 
the school during their sports days as a sheltered area for teachers and students to 
get away from the elements. 

To realise these renovations we need to raise funds. Initial quotes suggest we’ll 
need around £35,000 to £40,000 to complete the full suite of improvements. To 
support this: 

• The club has formerly adopted an updated club constitution. This document, 
based on a template provided by the England and Wales Cricket Board, 
formalises many aspects of club administration, such as committee formation and 
financial oversight. Most of these things we were already doing, however this 
document allows us to maintain affiliation with regional and national boards, 
which in turn helps us access funding. 

• The club is also now registered with HMRC as a Community Amateurs Sports Club 
(CASC). This status is vital as it will allow us to claim Gift Aid on donations, 
significantly boosting our fundraising efforts.  

• The final step in this formal process is the funding application that is currently 
pending with Sport England. If approved, this body will grant us up to £15,000 in 
matched funding. This means that we would only get that money if we successfully 
raised the same amount from other sources. 

With all that in mind, this summer we will be engaging with the local community in 
various ways to try and raise as much as possible. The ultimate aim is to begin the 
renovations over the autumn and winter, with a grand opening at the beginning of 
the 2027 season. 

Community and Youth Development As mentioned, our relationship with the local 
school remains strong; they use the ground regularly for their own weekly sporting 
activities, as well as their annual sports day. This partnership is a driver behind our 
renovation plans, as we wish to provide a safer, more versatile environment for the 
students and teachers. 

Regarding junior cricket, while this season’s in house program is tentative, the 
planned renovations will better place us to potentially enrol in an ECB program 
next year. These national programs provide equipment and exposure to children 
and parents from the area, which will in turn help the club maintain playing 
numbers in the years to come. Tours Finally, following last year’s successful tour to 
Portugal, plans are already in motion for a 2027 tour to France. In the grounds of a 
chateau in Brittany, the tour, if it goes ahead, will likely take place in late July/early 
August. 

Closing With the security of our new lease and the support of Henry and Elizabeth 
Pelham, the Parish Council and Sport England, we look forward to another quarter-
century of cricket and community activities at Cleeves Farm. 



Chilmark Horticultural Society Report 
Chairman - Todd Jex  
The society has once again stepped up the level of interaction and engagement 
with the village. The enthusiastic desire of the team to return the society to 
something closer to its proud history has continued. CHS membership continues to 
be popular and includes 
• Regular gardening bulletins and event date updates from the society 
• A CHS Quarterly newsletter by email 
• An invite to you and a guest to our first CHS Garden Party 
• Access to CHS gardening advice or Q&A events 
• The use of RHS Garden Entry Discount Card (Two adults 50% discount off entry to 
any RHS garden 
• Access to the RHS magazine on a distribution list if requested 

This membership offer, together with regular fundraising events, has helped the 
society continue improving its secure financial position. 

Quarterly members newsletters continue to be sent out, receiving widespread 
praise from members and the committee. The society are grateful to Josie Nunn 
for the time and effort she puts into writing these informative updates. 

The spring plant sale 2025 took place on 10 May, another good fundraising 
opportunity, but also another chance for engagement with the village over our 
new membership offer. Several hundred pounds were raised thanks to the efforts 
of committee members Josie, Angi, Caroline, Sally and Neil. 

The annual village Church Fete took place on the 28 June in what was becoming 
an exceptionally warm and dry first half of the year. The society supported the fete 
with a plant sale. 

The first ever CHS garden party was organised for the 6 July in the CHS Chair’s 
garden, no pressure then given the continued extreme dry and heat! Despite the 
lawn resembling something more like the wicket at Lords, the fair weather 
encouraged a good turnout of members and a pleasant evening of conversation 
and refreshments. The consensus was that this type of garden party was something 
the society should continue with moving forwards. 

On 9 July the society organised a mid-summer talk on Organic gardening, which 
again provided more continuity and link between previous events and opportunity 
to promote the upcoming flower show. 

The eagerly awaited and anticipated CHS 2025 Flower Show was scheduled for 
Saturday 13 September. Building on the success of inaugural event, post covid, the 
decision was made to increase the number of classes with the hope of 
encouraging increased participation. I think everyone involved agreed the event 
was a great success. The summer over autumn arrived, mercifully for the gardens, 



with a dramatic shift in the weather. Locally we’d only had circa 300mm of rain 
since the start of January, 280mm of which fell in January/early February, 
unsurprisingly this would end up being one of the warmest and driest years on 
record. Despite the deficit September to end of December would see more than 
500mm of rain taking the annual figure to something near normal. A very different 
year to the wet weather experienced right through 2023 and 2024. 

During the incredibly wet November the first of our autumn seminars took place. 
We were incredibly fortunate as a village to secure Advolly Richmond, author 
lecturer and Gardeners World presenter, as our speaker on 11 November. Following 
the talk Advolly hosted a book signing session for those interested in her latest 
publication which proved popular. 

On 15 January, it was still raining, nonetheless the society welcomed world famous 
explorer Sir David Hempleman-Adams as the latest headline speaker during our 
winter seminar programme. Unsurprisingly another very popular event with a 
fantastic storyteller. 

Our final seminar in the ‘series’ covered the fascinating interaction between our 
gardens and bees. We look forward to the next opening of my garden in May for 
those interested in growing Rhododendron and other ericaceous plants locally on 
chalk. The next plant sale takes place in the Reading Room this Saturday. 

All that remains for me to say is a massive thank you to all the committee without 
who all of this would not be possible, and a special thanks to Mike who is very 
much the evergreen of the society. 

Chilmark Playground Management Committee at the Claybush Playing Field 
Chair - Olivia von Halle 
1. Overview Over the past three and a half years, the Chilmark Playground 
Management Committee has remained in a holding position pending the 
resolution of the complex ownership arrangements relating to Claybush Playing 
Field. 

In January 2026, we were pleased to receive confirmation that the transfer of the 
Playing Field to the Parish Council was in its final stages. The wording of the deed 
had been agreed and signed by both parties, with only final formalities 
outstanding prior to completion. The most recent indication is that completion is 
anticipated by August 2026. 

The Committee has taken the considered view that it would be premature to 
commence community consultation, design work, or fundraising activities prior to 
the legal transfer being fully concluded. This approach ensures that any future 
plans are developed on a secure and properly constituted footing, with clear 
governance and accountability. 



2. Maintenance and Health & Safety In August 2025, the Committee made the 
difficult but necessary decision to remove all remaining items of play equipment. 

This decision was based on two key factors: 
• The deteriorating condition of the equipment, with a high likelihood that several 
elements would fail the scheduled safety inspection in September 2025 
• The unresolved land ownership position, which meant that the Committee could 
no longer maintain appropriate insurance cover 

In light of these considerations, the Committee determined that removal of the 
equipment was the only responsible course of action in order to eliminate potential 
safety and liability risks. 

3. Accounts During the reporting period, the Committee’s principal expenditure 
was the removal of the remaining playground equipment, at a cost of £1,680.00. 

Frustratingly, we’re now being charged a £4.25 monthly bank fee because the 
account is still set up as a paper-based (“dinosaur”) account. We’re currently 
exploring switching to an online-only account to avoid these charges. In April 2026 
we were pleased to deliver a highly successful Duck and Boat Race, which raised 
£715.00 and attracted strong attendance, including visitors from beyond the 
village. In addition, the Church Fete stocks generated £40. 

As a result, the Committee retains a healthy bank balance of £5,260.98, which will 
be ring fenced to support the future redevelopment of the playground once the 
site transfer is complete. 

4. Forward Plan While there is understandable interest in the future of the site, the 
Committee’s position remains that meaningful progress can only be made once 
the transfer of ownership has been formally completed. 

Following completion, our planned next steps are: 
• To review and strengthen the Committee’s structure and membership, ensuring 
appropriate skills and representation 
• To undertake a structured programme of community engagement to 
understand local priorities for play and recreation 
• To develop a considered design in collaboration with specialist playground 
providers 
• To initiate a targeted and well-governed fundraising programme 

Our objective is to deliver a high-quality, sustainable community asset that reflects 
the needs of Chilmark residents and meets appropriate safety and governance 
standards. 

Conclusion The Committee has acted prudently and responsibly during a 
prolonged period of uncertainty, safeguarding both the site and its financial 
resources. We are now approaching a point where progress can resume, and we 



look forward to working constructively with the Parish Council as the project moves 
into its next phase. We are grateful for the Parish Council’s continued support. 

Chilmark Reading Room Committee Report 
Chair - Alison Whipp-Long 
Thank you for the opportunity to report on the Reading Room’s past year, which 
has been successful, due to the hard work of the Committee and the support of 
the village. 

Our fund-raising events have included our second Race Night last June, the 
Children’s Halloween pop in, always popular and an important and encompassing 
event for the village children. Our Christmas Bazaar has wonderful support, 
although it felt a little quieter last December; probably due to a similar Christmas 
fair at the Riverbarn in Fonthill. We run a very popular raffle with some very high-
end prizes, donated by very generous friends, associates and local businesses. As a 
committee we do try to sell as many of these tickets in advance, as well as on the 
day. We need to apply for a gambling license for this, and we follow the letter of 
the law when selling tickets, drawing them on the day and issuing prizes. 

I am continually stunned by the generosity and support of people who donate to 
the raffle, tombola and food stalls. There seems to be an enormous sense of 
community, involvement and support. 

We also had our popular quiz night in March, this year we served homemade 
lasagne, with salad and dressing; a rather decadent chocolate pudding was 
served for after’s. Ticket sales were down slightly, which could have been because 
of conflicting events, one being the last games of the Six Nations on the same 
evening and second, a musical event in Hindon. However, we still made a good 
amount of money, mainly because we have gone back to catering the meal 
ourselves. The people who attended were extremely complimentary of our efforts 
and it was a very good evening. 

Swiftly following on from the Quiz night, the following weekend we held an 
Afternoon Tea in the Reading Room which was free to all. It was an initiative from 
Wiltshire Village Hall Association to celebrate Village Halls week. Again, we were 
generously supplied with ridiculously good cakes and sandwiches, it was truly 
something to behold! We had about thirty people across the threshold, when we 
could have catered for far more, but those that came had a wonderful time with 
lots of chatting and we did see a few new faces. 

Forthcoming events include a Pop-Up Pub, a night of music on 19 June, with Phil 
Bates, former member of ELO; and another collaboration with Forbes Field and 
other village groups at Forbes Field, in June. Further on in the year, we hope to 
have a talk by Carl Jacobs, the Halloween Event and the Christmas Bazaar. 

We still have the ongoing support of our regular hirers including Social Stitchers, the 
Art Group, and of course the Parish Council. The kettlercise group has left us and 



moved up to Teffont Village Hall, but has been swiftly replaced by two exercise 
classes led by personal trainer Mark Williams on a Tuesday, and Yoga classes on a 
Monday evening with yoga teacher Laura Yeomans. We are still a popular venue 
for children’s parties and other celebrations, not forgetting Chrissie Eden’s annual 
wreath making workshop which is always very well attended. 

Our financial year runs from 1 October to 30 September. Thanks to our Treasurer’s 
rigorous budgeting and recommended Reserves policy, the bank account is in a 
healthy condition. Our plans were to finish the plastering inside the hall; however, 
we now have a leaking shed and the large windows to the rear of the hall also 
appear to need attention. A replacement shed of the same size would cost about 
£1700, and the cost of dismantling the old shed and removing it, plus cost of 
erecting the new shed. We have been cautious with spending money this year, in 
order that we maintain our minimum bank balance to cover 12 months of 
expenditure. This is, partly due to increasing uncertainty with energy costs, a loss for 
the year of the £500 Parish Grant and the fragility of fund raising, We do have 
money allocated in the budget for a percentage of these works, but certainly not 
for everything. 

It has been suggested to me that maybe the appetite for village run events is 
diminishing, I sincerely hope that this is not the case. As a committee, our remit is to 
maintain the fabric of the Reading Room, ensuring its continued availability for the 
village and surrounding villages. To do this, we need to raise money and to raise 
money, we need to put on events that people would like to attend. This takes a 
colossal amount of work and commitment from our members. There is a cost-of-
living crisis, many people have far less disposable income, especially with the wars 
in Ukraine and the Middle East affecting fuel and energy costs; we do need to be 
careful and prudent and we also need the village members to come out and 
support our events as much as they can. 

We have been grateful for the Parish Council’s £500 grant awarded in recent years 
and it was sorely missed last year. The Reading Room is an important and integral 
part of the village, as a communal area and social point, especially after the 
recent closure, once more, of the pub. We need to maintain it for the future use 
and enjoyment of our community. 

Since losing a few committee members over the previous year, due to other 
commitments, the management committee is on the light side. Our treasurer has 
resigned but has thankfully continued with his role remotely, because we have 
found nobody to replace him, despite our efforts. We really would appreciate any 
new volunteers to our humble group; we are a dynamic and fun committee! We 
do have continued background help and support by many previous committee 
members and non-committee members which we are incredibly grateful for. We 
thank the Parish Council for its ongoing support. 

Parochial Church Council Report - St. Margaret of Antioch Churchyard, Chilmark 
Grant Philpott - Lay Chair of the Parochial Church Council 



I am writing to the Chilmark Parish Council on behalf of the PCC of St. Margaret of 
Antioch, Chilmark to report on the churchyard. Whilst the Parish Council did not 
support the churchyard financially over the last year, it has in the past provided a 
generous grant to offset the cost of our churchyard maintenance, for which we 
are grateful. 

The Churchyard (in fact there are two - old and new) is permanently accessible to 
members of the public, with a public footpath running through the old churchyard. 
The churchyard is not the preserve of the church but effectively a community asset 
serving everyone living in Chilmark. Anyone who is a resident of the village at the 
time of their death, or anyone who dies in the parish, worshipper or not, has a legal 
right to burial, or to have their ashes interred, in our churchyard. Beyond these 
legal rights, those with past connections to the parish may also be considered for 
burial in the churchyard. 

The churchyard is also an important haven for wildlife, being framed by a drystone 
wall and large trees, particularly yews. There are records of bats including 
common and soprano pipistrelles, brown long-eared bats and also hedgehogs 
and reptiles. It is home to a large number of species of flowering plants, adapted 
to a chalk grassland. The current mowing regime aims to optimise wildflower 
variety and abundance. This approach also has the advantage of limiting 
disturbance during key periods to specific wildlife habitats. Flowers appear in 
succession at various times of the year. Notably, in spring, snowdrops, cyclamen 
and primroses, followed by sweet woodruff and meadow saxifrage. Pyramidal 
orchids appear in the late spring. In the early summer: Bird’s-foot trefoil (an 
important food plant for several butterflies) appear and in late summer, harebells. 
As well as the trees, the masonry, monuments and gravestones support many 
species of lichens, some may be as old as the stones themselves. The oldest 
gravestones date back to the 17th century. The description above serves to 
remind us that the Churchyard is a very precious resource of wildlife in the centre 
of the village, accessible to all. Villagers enjoy walking along the grass paths that 
have been created among the drifts of wild flowers. As a graveyard, its tranquil 
character is a fitting resting place for past and future villagers. 

The Chilmark Village War Memorial and the RAF Chilmark Memorial are also 
located in the churchyard and the church is, in effect, the physical guardian of 
these community-owned structures. In 2025 the PCC, acting on behalf of the Parish 
Council and funded by many generous donations from villagers, led a full and 
highly successful restoration of the War Memorial. 

The PCC, puts considerable effort into keeping costs to a minimum, for instance by 
organising quarterly “churchyard tidy” community working Saturdays, and by 
volunteers carrying out much of the pruning. Other work is contracted out. For 
instance in 2025 the church path was relaid, the entrance yews reshaped, and a 
professional arboriculturist was engaged to report on the condition of several 
notable trees and to advise on any necessary work. A further important project 
involving vital roof work and restoration of the lych gate is currently in progress. 
Churchyard maintenance costs represent a significant outgoing from our local 



church funds - for example, grass-cutting alone costs just under £2,500 per year. 
However, the same church funds have to support repairs to the medieval church 
building, which in the last official architect’s survey of 2022 were listed at over 
£100,000. No financial assistance is received from the CofE, Diocese or any other 
body towards this maintenance; the costs are borne entirely by those parishioners 
who donate to the church. 

The one-off fees that we receive for interment are set by the CofE and therefore 
something we cannot change. For burial we receive £357 and for interment of 
ashes £146. There are no annual churchyard maintenance fees charged to the 
family of someone buried in our churchyard. For comparison, burial in a Wiltshire 
Council cemetery costs £1075 (with a surcharge of £310 for large coffins) and 
interment of ashes is £370. As such, our churchyard is not only the favoured place 
of rest for many villagers who wish to be buried locally, but is also the least 
expensive option. Your previous help to maintain the churchyards has therefore 
been very much appreciated.


