 

Sunday 15th May 2005

Sunday 3 July
Old Blandfordians v Shaftesbury

Match Report: Rob Selbie

We turned up this week with a slightly more recognizable team. Toogie continued as captain, and on a green wet wicket lost the toss, and Shaftesbury were predictably put in to have a go first.  In a change in the batting line up, Aled was promoted to the opening spot, his sound defence hoping to see off the opening bowlers. It was hard work as the ball had both sideways and vertical movement off the pitch. Aled eventually fell in the eighth over for 6, caught slightly miss-timing a stroke. Selbie followed just two balls later, managing to york himself attempting to drive the ball rather than just blocking it out. Suddenly Shaftesbury were 13-2 off 10 overs and memories of Puddletown came flooding back.

Steve Kidd had been due in at 3, but a “Si Wildbur moment” at the time of Aled’s dismissal had promoted Toogood to 3. The loss of Selbie 2 balls later saw him struggle to put his pads on in time to get out to the middle. Once there however, Toogood and Kidd began to build a platform. It was slow progress but they took the score onto 36 (passing the Puddletown score) in the 17th over, with the first boundary arriving in the 15th.  Steve though, was caught at mid-off for 16 on a ball that stopped. Mark Cooper then arrived at the crease. His stand and deliver approach to the bowling saw Toogood walk down and offer some pearls of wisdom. We believe they were about looking to stay around and build an innings - unfortunately, if that was the case Dave didn’t follow his own advice as he was caught first, out for 21. Merion, in at 6, didn’t trouble the scorers. Having spent 15 minutes warming up and mentally preparing himself, his first ball was a play and miss outside off-stump and his second was greeted with the raised finger of Malcolm Penn, as the ball hit his back leg.

Now as an umpire one of the things that make me nervous are those players who are susceptible to the LBW decision… so my finger was almost constantly twitching as I was faced with umpiring Coops and Crossman facing a left arm leg spinner on a low wet wicket! Fortunately Martin made my job easier by being bowled around his legs. It was no Shane Warner vs. Mike Gatting delivery, but to be fair to Martin it did pitch outside leg stump and come back.

Next to go was Mark. From memory (writing 4 reports in one session …a lot of these dismissals are beginning to get hazy) it was a ball that climbed more than most off the pitch, and the attempted cut was nicked to the Keeper. The loss of Coops and Martin had left us at 99-7. In the middle now was Dave Quinnell, in his first bat of the season and the ever dependable Malcolm Penn. Very early on we had decided that a score of 130-140 might have been defendable so every run was going to be crucial.  Now its not often that the Shaftesbury tail has had much of a wag to it -especially this season. However Quinns was soon covered in a thick layer of flying dust and sand (we all knew it was a beach bat) as he dispatched  one of his first deliveries to the extra-cover boundary. It was a great shot. In amongst a few singles there was a second boundary… this time a beautifully guided shot over gully for 4 at third man (well a slash outside off-stump - but they all count especially in a low scoring game) He made a very important 11 before being bowled by a ball that started life as a beamer, but somehow had enough top-spin on it to come down at the last minute and become a more conventional full-toss hitting half way up the stumps (Toogie as umpire had desperately wanted to call no-ball…. but you can’t really when the stumps have been knocked across the grass)

Gillie came in next and also looked very assured. He too followed Quin’s lead and stuck a 4 through the vacant 3rd man area. Some great running between the wickets (Puddletown now a fading memory) being shown between the young Dawson and the statesman Penn saw Gillie reach 13 and his highest score for Shaftesbury. Malcolm (14) had slowly been working the singles with his wristy flicks to fine leg and square leg (quite frankly we thought the Old Blandfordians tactic of a deep mid-off and a deep mid-on for Malc a highly respectful one; perhaps a reputation we are unaware of precedes him). Gillie was out in the 44th over. The target of 130 safely reached we think he had ideas of grandeur, and suddenly 150 might be on! He had left Mark with just 8 balls. He managed a single from his first, but Malcolm’s caught and bowled in the final over meant his average (when he gets one) will improve by 1. 

An excellent tea was followed by our attempt to defend the 135 we finished on (although Martin was a bit miffed - had we batted second he would definitely have had more.  Needless to say Quinns was in his element and waist deep in sarnies as usual) 

There were reverential whispers that 'by all accounts G.Vincent, the Old Blandfordians opener had finished top of the batting averages last season.' We soon saw why. The best I can come to describing his batting style is its like Pricey’s on a good day. He dispatched Martin’s first ball to one of the longest boundaries we are likely to play on this season (and one that hadn’t seen a single boundary in our entire innings). He when on to play an excellent innings.  On a seaming wicket and with the ball swinging any which way (mainly IN for Martin and OUT for Gillie) the story was very different at the other end however.

After a string of LBW appeals had been turned down against Martin (swinging too much apparently) it was Gillie who struck first. Caught behind by Toogie (22-1, 5th over). The number 3 never looked comfortable and was bowled by Martin for 1 (51-2, 13th over).  Now in the 17th over Vincent smashed yet another boundary taking the Blandford score to 69. We were suddenly clapping his 50. At about the same time Martin finally got his LBW decision (75-3, 17th over). 

At the other end Gillie had been replaced by Coops. His first over had been dispatched for 10 from Vincent, but he brought back control after that. Martin took his third wicket and the score is 85-4. Vincent had been making a bit of a mockery of both Shaftesbury’s score and the conditions. Martin had finished his spell with great figures of (12-3-27-3) and so on came “Golden Balls” Kidd. Vincent had dispatched Martin’s first ball for 4, and taken 10 from Coops’ first over…. He tried to do the same to “GB”, and first ball attempted to hit him back over his head for 4. However, Aled at mid-off is beginning to look like one of the safer pair of hands in the team and took a simple catch. Steve then bowled the next two balls down leg side at the new batsmen - some very generous umpiring made these dots - before finding the middle of the wicket and the batsmen’s middle stump - a double wicket maiden (Old Blandfordians are now 96-6, game is definitely on!!!)

Coops got the next one. In a change in the field that had seen Steve and Merion swap positions (simply to save Steve from going from deep mid-wicket to deep mid-wicket) Mark, learning from Steve that the bad balls take wickets, bowled a rank long-hop that was smashed to Steve at point.  Not to be out-done GB tried the old trick again…. 2 wides and a four ball preceded his next wicket another one gone. Its now 114-8! Coops gets his second, in a dismissal similar to his own, he gets the batsmen cutting at a ball that climbs and Toogie hangs onto the catch. 114-9.  Last man in, and Mark, having seen him bat before claims he will simply swing through the line. So who does Steve and Dave send to deep mid-wicket - yep old “Buckets” himself. 0 for 7.  I was bricking it, one wicket required and I have successfully avoided trouble all day, and only 21 runs needed.  On this occasion I was safe however. He rather tamely struck the ball straight back to Steve, and a diving catch meant that was it.  All out for 114 - we had only bloody well gone and won it!!! What a great feeling that is. Only the second time this season.  Boy does it beat losing!!!

Man of the Match: . There were a few candidates Gillie….. personal best of 13….. the collective tail Gillie (13) Quins (11) Penn (14) in a low scoring game. Martin 3-27 (including 3 of the top 4) but probably with 16 runs, 2 catches and 4 for 10 it has to be Steve.

After 7 games:

Batting





Bowling


Runs





Wkts

119
Ben Croxall



12
Ian Dawson

117
Rob Selbie



11
Martin Crossman

103
Dave Toogood



8
Steve Kidd

Nice one Buckets, a good read this one! - Milts
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