 

Sunday 15th May 2005

Saturday 18 June
Bridport v Shaftesbury

Match Report: Duncan Weir

In terms of the league and the availability this game was crucial for so many different reasons. Shaftesbury were lying 5th in the league with some ground to make to catch 4th. With Westcar, Hayward, Appleton, Hillier, Rawlinson and White all out it was a test to see if an under strength side could keep the good run of form going to continue a push for promotion. A defeat would see Shaftesbury undo the good work of the last 2 weeks and slip back into the bottom half. 

Weir won the toss and put Bere Regis into bat. Aled Williams opened up the bowling with Gillie Dawson. With White and Westcar out could Shaftesbury continue to maintain the high level of bowling, which has been seen all season? In hindsight despite being perhaps one bit part bowler short, it seems ridiculous to have posed such a question with Williams bowling only his second spell all season on Saturdays ending with 12-3-26-2 (I write this report with out the score book and it is testament to Aled and his bowling that I've actually remembered his figures). Dawson as expected bowled a very tidy opening spell and Bere Regis were struggling to score. The pressure was on. 

Jamie Weir and Guy Lowton were the next bowling attack and it was essential that Bere Regis were kept from scoring freely. Lowton succeeded at his end and Clements took a superb catch behind the stumps for his second of the day. Unfortunately Jamie couldn't quite manage the same level of control. There is no question he bowled a reasonable length keeping their batsmen on the front foot. Like always he kept a tight control on the positioning of mid on and mid off not letting the skipper, his younger and less experienced brother, interfere with such intricacies that he just wouldn’t understand but unless long off could be situated somewhere in St. James Church the positioning was to no avail. Five 6’s later the skipper, his younger and less experienced brother, who just would be able to understand, interfered and took him off, but not before Clements had taken a superb stumping during the expensive and euphoric spectacle enhancing spell. What was once looking like a total of 110ish turn into 162. Even Lowton got some treatment in his last over as the batsman launched a huge six, interrupted the farmer in the next field while herding his dairy cattle in the normal conventional farming method – driving a metro around the field hooting shouting and banging on the side of the door. Jamie Smith had a small spell that was again expensive but managed to pick up an important wicket caught unbelievably by Dawson on the boundary. We hope this brilliant catch has exercised all his demons as his success ratio improves to 36% with 5 catches and 9 drops. No consolation for Selbie whose ratio stays firmly on 0% with 7 drops from 7. 

Bere Regis ended their innings with a great run out by Ed ‘Lager’ Lowton who didn’t panic, threw to the bowlers end top of the stumps and run out the final batsmen giving Shaftesbury full bowling points. He wasted no time in celebrating the teams win and his run out with his preferred drop of Stella in the Brewers afterwards. 

Tea was taken. Contributions of a lovely home made chocolate sponge from Sophie and 20 Jam doughnuts from Lowton added to what was a fairly good tea from Aled Williams. It was agreed that if there were an award for young tea of the year this would be it. The standard was set so high by Dawson the previous week it will take something special to raise the bar once again. Sources in the press are tipping Dawson for success in the tea cup stakes but some pundits have mentioned Mike Barclay and Phil Hutchings who have produced quality spreads for the Sunday 2s and still half a season go. Hayward has still to give us a Waitrose special and the Saturday team wait with great anticipation for that treat.

In reply to Bere Regis’ 162 Shaftesbury were looking ominous at 35-4. Lowton, Weir, Smith and Selbie all back in the pavilion wishing the club had some showers and cold beer on tap. At the crease was an out of touch Dave Toogood who looks more likely to score on a night out than with the bat (which his ‘wing man’ will explain that this means he must be in extremely poor form with the bat) and Jamie Weir. Most players at the club were still in nappies the last time Weir contributed with the bat. The partnership of 102 was a match winning performance by both of them. Toogood 46 and Jamie 60 not out ensured the third win in 3 and the victory was steered home by Aled Williams while his proud father looked on.

A great result and a good after match beer in the Brewers where the team in Woodhouse’s absence were treated to Clemie’s football trivia: Who played left midfield for England in the 5-1 victory over Germany. After ten minutes of debate and naming almost every player to play for England over the last 10 years Clemie put everyone out of their misery with the answer – Barmby. To which Lowton immediately replied, “of course, Steve Barmby was a great player”. After every had stopped laughing Gillie ensured he contributed to the fines tin!

Man of the Match: Tricky decision. Clemie once again had a fine game behind the stumps and managed to stay out of trouble with umpires and opposition. Aled’s contribution with the bat and especially with the ball was very encouraging. Without Dave and Jamie’s partnership the game was lost so MOM goes to Jamie Weir.  
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