 

Sunday 15th May 2005

Sunday 12 June
Puddletown v Shaftesbury

Match Report Rob Selbie

Much like the game itself, don’t blink or you might miss this match report!

So quick was this one that there is very little to tell. With a team of only 10, I believe we lost the toss (I forget it was a long time ago) although after this result I didn’t much feel like writing any more reports, but after some team badgering I am going for 4 reports in a week!).

We found ourselves batting. Toogood and Selbie opened the batting, and on a very bouncy artificial Dave took 9 runs off the opening over. The opening bowler looked lively but wayward. Selbie duly batted out a maiden in the second over, and all looked comfortable and serene. The next 5 overs moved on without much incident, the score moving to 20 off 6 overs. Then, frustrated by Selbie’s constant leave at anything outside off stump (or even on the stumps. So bouncy was the wicket, he was letting chest high deliveries go) D. Belt decided to come around the wicket. It proved a clever decision. Expecting a bouncer into his ribs, Selbie was undone by a well pitched up delivery and was caught by the keeper. (20-1)

The next over saw a single from Toogood before he too was caught (I believe cutting?) for 14 in the 9th over. Shaftesbury were now 21-2. I mention the score at the fall of the first and second wickets, because unfortunately it highlights just how bad the collapse to come was. 

After facing 4 balls, and one scoring shot (for 3) Steve Kidd lobbed an easy catch to mid-off. (28-3). Did I mention; all three wickets have now been taken by D. Belt?  The first two in wicket maidens. Well in at number 5 was the Skipper. Phil fell first ball; bowled (28-4). Now at this moment D Belt is on a hat trick and on for 5 wickets. Next in Martin Crossman, doesn’t realize this - he has been frantically putting on his pads. Its only when he is clean bowled first ball and trudges back to the pavilion is he told he was the hat trick ball. (28-5…. D. Belt has all 5) You would think a hat-trick is rare enough, but in a feat only ever previously been recorded by Martin Down (in this author’s memory) he wasn’t finished there. Aled was his next victim - LBW first ball - we are now 28-6 and D Belt has all 6!!

Could young Adam Nash fair any better? Called up from the Sunday 2nd team (who the previous week had been bowled out for 38) he was facing a moment of glory - one attempted pull to mid-on later and it’s the 4th duck in a row (at least not a golden)…. Unfortunately D Belt’s dream of a 10 wicket haul ended with this wicket as P Belt got this one - 28-7. Mark Warner was in next. Now Mark and Merion (sorry did I not mention Merion - he was at the other end having to watch this carnage) put on the third highest partnership of the innings. Unfortunately 5 is not really anything to write home about! - 34-8, Merion is out for 9. So up to the wicket strides the last man Gillie (only got 10 remember) Now, our first target must have been to avoid the lowest score by any Shaftesbury team in living memory (the 38 recorded by the 2nds the week earlier!). So I think he adequately summed up the day when in only the 15th over (this is his moment don’t forget - he has 30 possible overs to bat for!!) and with the score on 35-8 he hits the ball to mid-off and calls for a run to get off the mark - and is run out by 2 feet!!!!!!

ALL OUT 35 in 15 overs (a few stats for you, as I have here the dreadful evidence of the score book……

1. We lost 9 wickets for 15 runs after the initial stand of 20.

2. Dave faced 30 balls (5 of the 15 overs)

3. Rob faced 18 balls (3 of the 15 overs)

4. Merion and Steve faced 14 balls between them (2.2 overs)

5. Phil, Martin, Aled 3 balls between them!

6. The scorer gave up recording balls faced after that!!!!

7. Scored card read…… 14, 3, 3, 9, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0*, 0 Extras 6)

So to the fielding (no we haven’t had tea yet Steve!) - Bloody Hell that really is a catastrophe - Milts.
Now obviously we pride ourselves on our bowling attack. It is good, but I think defending 35 is even beyond them. Also Phil had the dilemma, he has 5 bowlers …… who does he choose for the job.  Well he stuck with the usual pair of Crossman and Dawson. They did us proud. They gave the openers a bit of a going over, with Martin’s in-swing almost uncontrollable. 

He took their first wicket in the 4th over, the score on only 8 (could this be a remarkable come back?). In came D. Belt the nemesis of the batting. In a rather controversial moment (although lets face it, it wasn’t going to change the result of the match) he nicked one of Martin’s deliveries that was taken by Toogood. The batsmen stood tall waiting for the raised finger - unfortunately for us (and for DACU) it never came. (Well we all know Toogie’s view on people who don’t walk (like when did he ever walk - Milts) - and I rather think Mr Belt is now aware of that now as well!) 

After 8 overs, and with 27 on the board Phil decided to change the attack. Bringing on Steve for Gillie it brought immediate results. Steve is fast becoming the new “Golden Balls” as 2 balls into his spell we had the second wicket, and our first point - see boys its all worthwhile. That point could be crucial at the end of the season!!  Martin quickly dispatched number 4, but we just couldn’t claim our 4th wicket for that second point, and Puddletown got the required 36 with 3 wickets down in the 15th over.  On the plus side Milts; they did a very good tea, which we did at least stay to eat… before leaving to be home by 5pm!!!  

Men of the Match: Ben Croxall and Dave Quinnell - for not being able to play!
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