 

Sunday 15th May 2005
Mudeford v Shaftesbury

Match report: Rob Selbie
Well I guess we should all have known it was too good to be true.  Last week we played our first game of the season with 11 men on the field. This week, we dropped to the more familiar number of 9. In fairness to Phil, when he set off for Mudeford, he thought he had 11. A personal problem, relayed via mobile phone voicemail, quickly followed by what I will diplomatically draw a veil over as a “miss communication” between 1st and 2nd team captains and we are suddenly down to 9. (Mike Barclay’s subsequent fine may well break Shaftesbury records if some have their way!!)

So here we are, at a ground that last season we got hit for nearly 300 on with nine, and we have three bowlers and a batting line up that can hardly be described as one that has been dominating the middle this season. We were all hoping for a winning toss so that we could bat, and at least be home for the second half of the football!  We lost the toss….. fortunately the opposition fancied a bowl, so we got our way.  

Out to the middle strode Toogood and Selbie. They started the innings with the mentality of just trying to occupy the crease (can they play any other way I hear you all cry!) and for 20 laborious overs (I am assuming they were laborious for the viewers, I was OK Jack, being in the thick of it!!) that’s exactly what they did - 44 without loss after 20 - the first single having been taken just before the drinks break. (I have the book this week and officially it was the 5th ball of the 19th over!)  In our defence, it was a green wicket, swinging and seaming all over the place with some variable bounce thrown in for good measure.  Having decided it was time to up our effort from occupying the crease to perhaps 4 an over, Toogood finally got drawn into the cut shot. In fairness the ball did rather stop on the pitch, so suddenly he was on it early, and ended up putting it down extra cover’s throat for a tidy 27, and an opening partnership of 61 (I told you I had the book this time…… stats galore coming up!)

Steve Kidd then came to the wicket. This was a change to the original batting line up, as skipper Phil Rose had intended to bat at 3, and signaled the change in intent. With Steve’s presence, and his penchant for the shot through mid-on (not quite the “cross-batted hoick” he was being accuse of by the opposition) it also freed up Selbie. Anything short was being punished at both ends. Some fantastic pulls by Selbie….. <add your own joke here>….. were seen, before he reached his 50. Having avoided being skittled, attention was being turned to how many we could make. Maximum batting became the target. Kidd started to open his shoulders and soon Shaftesbury were clapping his fifty too. 170 was reached in the 45th over, and Shaftesbury finished on 173-1.  Selbie (66 not out in 45  overs) Kidd (58 not out in just 18) and a second wicket partnership of 112. (Terry, if you’re reading this…. an early contender for partnership cup! - how can he still be reading I nodded off after the second paragraph - ED)

Before I move onto what Milts has been waiting for; the tea selection, I must also make a special mention for Merion Williams. With only 9 batsmen, 2 batting, 2 padded up and 2 scoring, there is very little left for umpiring. Merion selflessly stood for the entire 45 overs, Gillie, and Toogood sharing out the other end (Good effort. On a less eventful day almost worthy of the Man of the Match Award). I didn’t have much of the tea, as I was a bit dehydrated (did I mention…… 66 not out, batted throughout the innings) they did do a lovely cup of Tea though. There appeared to be the usual selection of ham, egg and cheese sandwiches. There were crisps (monster munch style and chips – not much good on brand names) orange halves, and a selection of cakes. Didn’t ask for a consensus but maybe 7 out of 10?

The objective of the fielding was clear. With three bowlers, we had to just go for it, and hope we could take as many wickets as possible, perhaps putting them under pressure before we had to worry who would bowl at the end. This we did. Gillie and Kidd bowled magnificently. Toogood and Selbie felt duly vindicated with their slow start when Mudeford collapsed to 42-4 off the first 20 overs. Kidd, buoyed by his 50 and the discovery that he actually finished top of the Division 2 bowling averages in 2004, took their opener, caught behind by Ben Croxall (taking over the gloves from Toogood). Gillie took out the other opener’s leg stump, before also claiming number 3 with an LBW (in a close game, the umpire was subsequently withdrawn!), before Kidd and Croxall repeated their double act on number 4.

So to the moment I would care to forget. Fielding at mid-wicket, Kidd dropped one slightly short and with a miss-timed pull the ball traveled at medium height to square leg. There is no excuse….. I got there early….. steadied myself….. it hit the thumbs and bounced out. Not only did the batsmen go onto score 37, before being efficiently caught by Steve Kidd, but his habit of marking out his guard and reassessing the 9 man field after every delivery must have added half an hour to the game!

Merion, replaced Dawson, and soon took a wicket. A good caught and bowled that meant at 65-5 we suddenly looked like we had a chance. However we still had to decide on our 4th bowler. Steve had bowled out with impressive figures of 12-2-23-2 .The skipper took control of the situation and decided to bowl. His first delivery was dispatched over Toogie’s head at long off for 6. The game was subsequently delayed whilst the dog s**t had to be cleaned from the ball….. Toogie was not happy about fielding that one.  It became a close run thing. Dawson came back on. He took a second LBW and as I mentioned earlier had one caught in “Guy’s Position” (i.e. wide fine leg/backward square leg) by Steve.  The wickets were falling, but the runs had also begun to flow, and we were beginning to find the difficulties of fielding with nine. The game reached the 40th over in the balance. They needed 35 off 5 with one wicket in hand. The 41st unfortunately went for 15, but they batted out Gillie’s final over in the 43nd for a maiden (Fantastic figures of 12-3-14-4 were Gillie’s final tally) which left them needing 6 runs from 12 balls. Rose bowled the penultimate over well, but they still managed 4. So this is it. One wicket needed for Shaftesbury, 1 run needed for a tie, and 2 runs for needed for Mudeford. Merion (2-69) looked optimistically around for someone to bowl the last, but with Rose (11-1-64-0), Kidd and Dawson bowled out, the thought of Quinnell, Warner, Selbie or Toogood bowling the final over was never an option.

The first ball was a dot……. The second was hit through extra cover for 2. That was it. Mudeford win. 

Shaftesbury must take heart and Mudeford are to be congratulated. Their tail batted well and they do bat a long way down. But with 9 points from a game that we had given ourselves little chance of winning at 2pm, and a cracking finish…. its what we all play cricket for.

Man Of The Match - Steve Kidd.
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