 

Sunday 15th May 2005

Saturday 14th May
Shaftesbury v Corfe Mullen

Match report: Duncan Weir
(Apologies as I write this match report without the score book and so I have no figures or stats to hand only memory)

Just as the groundsmen were putting their finishing touches to the pitch and Corfe Mullen arrived at Glazes’ the weather took a turn for the worst. The light drizzle did not delay the start nor did it dampen the spirits on the back of the first win of the season. Hayward and Rawlinson returned to the fold for the first time this season. Much talk has been made over the winter of replacing the heavy roller but all discussion ceased as the solution presented itself when Hayward rolled out of his Volvo estate showing off his winter conditioning program. Rawlinson also made his first appearance of the season only to leave before the exciting finish witnessed by all those enjoying the “marvellous” bar facilities on the “sumptuous” veranda.

Weir won the toss and elected to bowl on the first grass wicket of the season. At last it was time for Gillie Dawson to bowl for the first time in spikes. It took two overs to get used to them but when he did he had two great spells and ended up taking five well deserved wickets. Jay Westcar also had a great day with the ball bowling a consistently impressively line. 

It was only Corfe’s No.4 bat who made a real impact on their innings despatching the bowlers all round the park. Corfe’s opener also made a 50 but with far less conviction and control. The long and short of it was that Corfe Mullen closed their innings on 192 for 9. Shaftesbury were denied the maximum bowling points by a very dubious run out decision on the last ball of their innings. More importantly the one extra run they accumulated as a consequence proved to be crucial in the outcome of the game.

In between innings players and supporters alike were treated to a Dec and Mandy tea, which can be safely said, is the front-runner for the tea cup award ahead of the current holder Dave Toogood. A good sandwich selection on par with Toogood’s ham rolls but the sweets selection was in a different class to Toogood’s efforts the week before. Homemade cakes are always going to prevail over penguin bars and club biscuits. Another trophy slips by Toogood’s grip for 2005 and perhaps his best chance of an award at the dinner unless his form improves with the bat in June or the infamous pair of plastic boobs come his way - Hayward, Toogood’s ‘wing man’ will vouch that the chance of Toogie coming into contact with any other form is highly unlikely.

In reply Shaftesbury got off to a slow, slow and slow start. Weir and Lowton struggled for much of the early part. The Corfe bowlers managed to get the most out of the wicket and Lowton soon went, caught at backward square leg. Watching him get caught every game in the same area from the same shot is like watching Bill Murray in the film Groundhog Day! Rawlinson also struggled spooning the second catch of the innings. When Hayward rolled to the crease it was obvious he was on a mission to increase the run rate and turn the match in Shaftesbury’s favour. It was just the impetuous that the innings needed. For the short time Hayward was at the crease he went some way to achieving his aims. The run rate increased and field went defensive helping Weir to accumulate playing his game. Hayward’s innings came to end when he attempted to blast a ball on his stumps into HM Guy’s Marsh Prison only to miss it completely and end up clean bowled. Just as well for Corfe Mullen as the chances are Prison Guard Dave Quinnell will only have dropped it anyway fielding in D Wing. Dave Toogood replaced his ‘wing man’ at the crease and everything went so well …for one ball, when he creamed another superlative trademark cover drive through extra cover to the boundary. Unfortunately he cracked under the pressure of trying to give Weir the strike and just like his ‘wing man’, Weir was frustrated by Toogood’s inability to take control at the crucial moment. Weir was next to go, chasing a wide delivery and caught at fly slip for 44. Dave ‘name that sporting theme tune’ Woodhouse (38 not out) and Jay Westcar were left at the crease and batted extremely well particularly ‘Theme tune’ Woodhouse who kept Shaftesbury in the game right up until the last ball. The team will look forward to his next appearance for a session of guess the soap theme tune and the new shirts he promised for the club. 4 was needed off the last over and then 1 off the last ball but unfortunately the keeper hit the stumps and the game ended in a tie but it was still a good enough result to celebrate in style at the Two Brewers afterwards.  If the next social event on June 11th is half as good as this it is not to be missed!

Great to see plenty of spectators enjoying the exciting finish on our new veranda which is proving to be the envy of many other clubs as a great place to watch cricket and no doubt will prove even more successful when the BBQ season gets up and running.      

Man Of The Match - Duncan Weir for vital anchor role and scintillating account of Teas (awarded by Milts).   

After 3 Matches

Batting




Bowling
1.  64 – Jay Westcarr, Duncan Weir

1.  5 – Dec White, Ian Dawson

2.  38 – Dave Woodhouse


2.  3 – Guy Lowton

3.  35 – Guy Lowton


3.  2 – Jamie Weir, Tom Broughton
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