 

Sunday 15th May 2005

Saturday 14th May
Shaftesbury v Ferndown

Match report: Duncan Weir
This was a game that was all about the toss. With the outfield long, lush and slightly damp and only likely to get quicker as the day went on, when Weir won the toss, bowling was the only sensible option.

Dawson (11-3-20-1) and White (8-2-17-2) opened up for Shaftesbury and did admirably well with the first wicket falling with the score on just three. Only D Rose made any inroads into the bowling attack ending up with 55 not out. Sheer brute strength was the order of the day to make a decent score. There was no room for the classy aesthetically pleasing textbook stroke maker, not that the other 10 batsmen from Ferndown suggested they were of that category. With the annual pay review approaching, Weir let his boss have his full complement of overs and Lowton churned out his usual tight spell (12-2-30-2). Yet again though he dropped another catch off his bowling, but the team have come to expect that these days. The team were treated to the example given by so many 4-5 year olds up and down the country, the crocodile catching technique. Not a technique favoured by most cricketers with over 40 years experience but we can only assume that the management team in the Dorset Over 90’s are pioneering the method for the future. To make things worse for Lowton, the only other member of Shaftesbury Cricket Club to drop such an easy chance, Sam Hayward, was not present to offer his condolences in such an embarrassing situation. Hayward can now put his drop at Shroton two years ago to bed as Lowton’s drop surpassed all drops previously seen in cricket outside of Jonty Warder’s Under 9 elite academy. 

Westcar (6-0-16-1) pitched in with a wicket and a tidy spell and debutant overseas player, kiwi Tom Broughton bowled through to the end with a very respectable 8-0-23-2. Toogood had a much more impressive game behind the stumps almost to the point where he looked comfortable with the gloves on but he still managed to drop one off Lowton using the excuse that the ball turned too much. Everybody knows Lowton hasn’t turned a ball since the days before rollers and covers became common place and so Toogood did not escape Gillie Dawson’s fines book.  Perhaps the most extraordinary situation during the match and possibly the English summer season happened when Toogood let the ball run between his feet to run on to hit his helmet for 5 runs. Surely this will be the only occasion in England this summer where a piece of equipment has outscored its owner!

Ferndown ended on a testing 115. Tea was taken and Toogood laid on a good quality sandwich and roll selection but it has to be said he let himself down with the assortment of sweets (Heaven forefend, surely another fine Gills - Ed) A disappointing touch from the current holder of the Tea Cup Award.

After tea it was only 2 balls before Selbie was back in the hutch for a golden duck turning away from a short pitched delivery ending with the ball ricocheting off his gloves on to his stumps. Lowton (11) and Weir (18) both had a look of batsman out of form and it wasn’t until Broughton came to the crease that the game turned in Shaftesbury’s favour. His powerful drives showing the full face of the bat made a 115 look much more gettable and he batted far better than his 21 suggested. Jay Westcar also had a good knock to top score for Shaftesbury with 24. Toogood went to the crease with the huge pressure on his shoulders to score his first run of the season. Tension mounted as he was dropped by the keeper playing his favourite cut shot but on his 148th delivery he guided the ball for 2 through midwicket and huge cheer was heard from the pavilion. Next ball was creamed through the covers for shot of the day and another huge cheer went up as he out scored his helmet. Victory was cemented when Lowton did his umpiring stint. Wides and no balls do not escape his keen eye much to the relief of Dec White who saw his bails flying on his first ball only to be called back Chris Stevenson style for another chance ending with 1 not out. Toogood saw the victory home with 17 not out. A sight seen many times before during more successful times for the club. Perhaps the sign of things to come…

To say Shaftesbury cruised to victory would be too kind but it was comfortable in the end. After 13 losses in a row the win was extremely refreshing as was the beer in the new bar (which of course we had all brought along ourselves from home - still having no licence - Ed)   A new addition to the match reports will be the running stakes on the batting and bowling cups. It is always of interest to those in the running and keenly contested by most, particularly the Bridle cup for batting. As you look down the list of previous winners you see the greats of the past like L.C.Griffiths in the late 50’s early 60’s; G.Glaze of the late 70’s early 80’s; G.Lowton of the late 80’s and 90’s and D.Weir of recent years. The great thing about the Bridle Cup is that it can throw up the most unlikely winners and rank outsiders like Hayward in 1991 and again Hayward in 2004. 

Man of the Match: Tom Broughton (awarded by Milts in absence of any direction from the Skipper)

The Bridle Cup: Early Doors
After 1 Match





Batting



Bowling
        




1.  29 – Dec White


1.  2 – Jamie Weir


2.  15 – Jay Westcar

2.  1 – Guy Lowton



3.  14 – Guy Lowton

3.  -  



After 2 Matches

Batting



Bowling


1.  39 – Jay Westcar

1.  3 – Guy Lowton






2.  28 – Dec White


2.  2 – Jamie Weir, Tom Broughton, Dec White

3.  25 – Guy Lowton

3.  1 – Ian Dawson, Jay Westcar
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