 

Saturday 14th August 2004
Portland v Shaftesbury

Match report: Say Hayward

Another defeat, but the green shoots of recovery may now be poking through the corpse that is the Saturday first side.  This was a really good game of cricket played in excellent spirit and although we have now

been relegated, it bodes well for next year's return - let's hope that we can do a Leicester City.

Weatherwise, it was a beautiful day.  As the sun shone on the small Portland ground, a light breeze wafted across the playing surface.  Even more idyllic, Hayward won the toss and Shaftesbury elected to don the gauntlets and take first use of a wicket that looked as though it may offer something to everyone.

Hayward and Lowton made a good start and put on 64 for the first wicket in 12 overs before Hayward (31) lost his concentration and was bowled by the spinner wearing his leg brace outside his trousers (good tactic

that, very off-putting).  Jamie Weir had unfortunately forgotten to put his contact lenses in and managed a short innings looking rather similar to Devon Malcolm (when he was playing really badly) than the silky

craftsman we are used to viewing, but at least when he was dismissed it gave us a chance to have a look at the pugnacious Toogood, who was clearly venting his frustration of the previous week on the hapless

Portland bowlers.  Unfortunately, neither he (32), nor Lowton (48) managed to go on and make the large score that would have meant a more competitive total.

The middle order came and went, with Spencer especially unlucky to fall when the bowler diverted the ball back on to the stumps as he stood at the non-strikers end.  I say especially unlucky because he

plainly hadn't backed up at all and from where we sat he was certainly in his crease.  Perhaps the umpire felt that wearing a golf visor it would be better for the general decorum of the game if he was removed

from the playing area and frankly who can argue.

It was left to Apple to provide the muscle late on as he produced two large sixes (one that he later claimed landed in the quarry (?)) in a cameo 28, and Adam (10) who produced without doubt the largest hit of

the season with a massive six on the long side of the ground which was a small reminder of Charl from yesteryear.  I must move on before I become misty eyed.  Also Jay (a strategic signing from the Two Brewers) used his feet well in his small (7) unbeaten innings.  

As the ninth wicket fell, Portland celebrated a job well done, but smiles turned to grimaces as a Dorset cricketing legend took his place at the crease.  Terry Warder has a reputation in this league of being a

destroyer of fast bowling and it was understandable that Portland now looked at the Shaftesbury total of 180 and hoped that they would keep it under 250 in the three remaining overs.  Sadly, it was not to be as

Jonty was speared by his first ball.  At tea it was agreed that 180 was a defendable total, but probably thirty short of a match winning one.

Williams (5-0-37-2) had a good tea and refreshed produced a memorable first over.  Moving the ball as though it were on a string, he bowled two Portland Batsmen with balls 4 and 5 of his first over.  A small

period of consolidation followed before things really kicked off.  Too often this season, our bowlers have lacked support from the field and easy catches have been dropped.  Lowton has been unusually culpable in

this respect as he has stood dreaming of his index-linked pension at first slip.  Just last week he demonstrated his goalkeeping skills by 'palming one over the bar', but this was an exceptional day.  Dixons had obviously been sent in to pinch-hit and had crashed four boundaries from Spencer (11-1-44-2) before the bowler replied with one that lifted. Lowton, a superb athlete (if you listen to him in the pub, (not many do) he could convince you that he should have been selected for Athens) leaped like a salmon to claw in a magnificent catch - definitely the catch of the year.  One wicket brings two and with the following ball

Spencer produced a perfect out-swinger to the new batsman who edged and was pouched by Hayward behind the sticks.  Our second hat-trick opportunity of the afternoon and Portland were 22-4.

Now frustration.  Randell is widely considered to be one of the better cricketers in the league, and it is easy to see why.  Mixing controlled aggression with steady defence - especially to Lowton who was bowling

very tidily he was well supported by Davis who had little talent but applied himself and his pad doggedly.  I'd like to be able to tell you, my avid readers how many they added, but the scorer didn't feel it

necessary to add this information to the book.  It was Lowton (12-7-22-1) who made the breakthrough when he eventually persuaded Davis to go after one and he was well caught by Weir at extra cover.  Randell

reached his half century and was then lured by Weir by one that bounced and turned and Hayward clung on to the chance - this was the crucial point of the game...

Unfortunately, we were not able to remove Styles who took the game out of our reach.  Batting far lower than normal (apparently he has had a poor season) he managed to take up the baton as Randell had dropped it and also got in to the habit of chipping the ball at Weir's (8-1-55-1) expense from the Hotel end into the field.  Portland is definitely a ground that plays to local knowledge.  The only other point to mention

is that Jay bowled very well indeed.  Bowling at a gentle medium he managed figures of 5-1-13-1 which were very impressive as the bat was being brandished at the time.

Thanks to Portland for their kind hospitality afterwards, they are a very friendly team.

Man Of The Match - Guy Lowton (an inspiration to us all).
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