 

Saturday 7th August 2004
Shaftesbury v Wayfarers

Match report: Say Hayward

Oh dear, oh dear.  I can't even take the solace of being rude to our opponents after this most depressing performance as I gathered yesterday that they are aware of the site and will probably be reading this report at some stage, mind you, it is difficult to imagine that we will be seeing them in the next year, so what the hell!

Another baking day, another toss lost.  I almost didn't feel the need to add the last sentence as any regular readers would have known as much anyway.  What can you say about 304-7?  It was obviously very, very ugly but I will provide a brief précis and then try to dig out the positives. As Lowton senior said at tea, surely in a few months time we will look back and see this as our darkest hour, skippering the side was like preparing for the Battle of Britain without any airplanes.

It's not usual for your opening bowler to be hit straight over his head for six from his fourth ball, I say that because I opened the batting with Graham Glaze for two years and I can't recall him doing it. That's what happened on Saturday, and it didn't improve much from there on. Unfortunately we dropped Carroll on 65 from a relatively simple chance in the outfield, and at least twice more before he went on to make 165. To be fair, it was otherwise an excellent knock, full of really clean hitting (on a wicket which it later became clear had variable bounce), Carroll has also has mastered the art of landing a ball five yards over the boundary, which is a useful skill and very frustrating for the fielding team.  Poor Ted must have wished that he'd eaten more greens as a kid and grown a bit more as he waved vainly at balls landing just over his head at deep mid-wicket.  One final negative point, before I scratch around for positives - on hot days when the bowlers are struggling, it is critical that the field maintains high standards and remains alert, I can think of at least three simple dropped catches that went down, all of which cost us dearly. There were also several non-attempts by fielders who looked as though they didn't want to be there.  No-one can help a lack of talent (and we all suffer on that front), but a lack of commitment is inexcusable.

Right, now the positives.  The club fielded a side with five players who were fifteen or younger, four of them bowled, and all bowled well in places. That said, all must learn to pitch the ball up at all times, long hops will always be punished at this level.  Aled bowled really well at the death after a less impressive opening stint but finished with 2-61, Adam (4-0-26-0) has good pace and will develop nicely over the next few years, Tom (5-0-44-0) bowled well and with plenty of loop and had a bad catch dropped from his bowling and Alex bowled well, especially in his second spell to end with respectable figures in the circumstances of 8-0-42-1).  I would love to see those four running in to bowl for Shaftesbury (two seamers, a left-armer and an off-spinner) in five years time, and I hope that I do.  Guy exerted some control with the ball (12-0-62-1), but was punished when he over pitched as we weren't allowed to have a fielder half way up the tree. Woodhouse (4-0-30-2) bowled absolute cack and somehow managed to pick up two wickets. His contribution can be clearly illustrated with his 'retirement' from 'competitive' bowling - delivered over a Stella (diluted with many tears) later in the evening.

Tea arrived after seven or eight hours of looking for balls in hedges. It was a veritable feast, but the site of iced Christmas cake seemed a like a mirage from hell from a personal perspective.   Lowton was understandably keen on a rest and opted to bat at three, so it was Hayward and Woodhouse who opened with a target of 170 in mind. Wayfarers bowled very well as a unit (dare I say it, the best quartet of bowlers that we have faced this year?) and despite attacking fields they were difficult to despatch.  A useful, if slow opening stand ensued before Woodhouse fell caught behind for 13 to a beautiful out swinger from the pavilion end.  Lowton was hit on the pads again for nought, but

for a change was given out caught behind, before the most controversial incident of the day took place.   Hayward and Toogood had a bad moment running between the wickets at Swanage when Toogood perished to a direct hit at the bowlers end by the wicket-keeper, an incident that he still incorrectly blames Hayward for. This time he has more justification in his blame allocation as he was clearly run out (at the non danger-end) after Hayward had run a tight single to mid-off.  Such was his fury that he had to leave the ground to go and have a cold shower in a manner not seen since Matty Burton departed the ground in the middle of the match against Cattistock last year.  There is a happy ending though as Toogood and Hayward were seen hugging (almost) later in the evening Hayward having paid his penance by visiting the bar and making a contribution to the 'fine tin'.

Hayward decided that it would be better if he didn't return to the pavilion for an hour or two and so decided to put his head down and build a partnership with Apple and they did manage to accumulate a further seventy nine before Hayward was caught at mid-off for 64. Ben made 34 before he perished, and the youngsters batted bravely with Williams especially looking good for his 11 Not Out (his second

contribution in consecutive matches with the bat).  I'm pleased that we batted out the overs, at least we kept them out there for as long as we were (less the ball searching).

It was very encouraging to see the bar open for the first time as Harry Lowton finally managed to show some animation over his Stella, he certainly likes to talk a good game - you can do that with your arms folded.  

Man Of The Match - Aled Williams, who held two good catches and bowled, batted and fielded with spirit.
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