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Saturday 24th July 2004
Suttoners v Sherborne

Match report: Duncan Weir


Not surprisingly Sherborne chose to bat after the Marnhull's skipper informed them that the Shaftesbury wicket was a death trap. An interesting statement to make by someone who has never played on the wicket. Despite Sherborne turning up with a weakened team and poorest bowling attack witnessed all season (and were only to happy to admit that afterwards) it didn't change the fortunes of the teams' poor batting form.

 

Duncan Weir and Mark Dunn opened up and Dunn's annual visit to the Gypsy Bowl once again was not a memorable one as he pulled the ball on to his stumps in the 5th over for a disappointing 4. Toogood unfortunately continued his poor form reducing his surname to a joke as he was bowled by one that kept low for 8. Weir (31) played himself in only to get himself out. Again a familiar story of his summer as he stretched for a ball wide outside off stump that stopped and spooned up to cover. 

 

The second top scorer was the extras column with 23 and contributions from Rich Dunn (9), Alex Jerram (14), Rob Selbie (5), Paul Spencer (3 n.o.) created an embarrassing total of 97. With Milton still sulking on the sidelines this season the duck cup is wide open with another 4 on Saturday from Eddowes, Dawson, Williams jnr and Williams snr. Favourites at this stage are rumoured to be Eddowes and Williams jnr. Merion must be breathing a sigh of relief that under 16's are exempt from fines as one could only imagine he would have to take out a second mortgage for his son's fine offences. 

 

After the Bournemouth game it was hard to see how the season could get any lower but at tea unfortunately it did with 97 on the score board against a bowling attack worthy of playing Shaftesbury Retirement Home Ladies XI and only three tea bags in the kitchen. Andy Nurton was the only bowler to look like a Division 1 bowler with his out swingers making the most from the pitch but what makes it worse for Shaftesbury is that he only took one of the wickets. 

 

However it was not all doom and gloom. There were positives! The tea impressed all (when the tea bags finally arrived) particularly the opposition who enjoyed trying some new exotic delicacies such as ham sandwiches, sausage rolls and sponge cake, varying greatly from their normal diet of tuna and frozen quiche. The great Ed Clarke sharpened his pencils to take Statto's seat on the scorer's table but like Statto he failed to make an impression with the opposition's female scorer drowning his sorrows in the Two Brewers... and The Mitre... and the Kings Arms hopelessly following the Hen Party on their travels but with no success. Dave Toogood was asked for his phone number and no somebody did not need their extension wiring, it was a lady, albeit the future bride after one too many. On the playing side young debutant Alex Jerram made an impressive 14 and looked like going on to make more until his innings was cruelly cut short by an unfortunate LBW decision and when it came to fielding Shaftesbury went out on to the pitch with spirits high and showed much pride. No one gave up despite having such a low total to defend. 

 

Gillie bowled a great opening spell (8-0-23-0) and was unlucky not to have had a couple of wickets. Aled Williams also bowled well and was rewarded with a wicket. Two other wickets fell going to M. Dunn and A. Jerram before Sherborne achieved the inevitable victory. 

 

These match reports are getting continually hard to write as a result of the teams continuing poor form. I am sure that one win will bring another and possibly survival in Division 1. With the ever-improving facilities that is where the club's 1st team should be playing! This can only be achieved by having a little more consistency in the team each week. Instead of having four or five names on the team sheet available for the following weeks there should be at least 8! We still have the whole of August to turn things around. Hamworthy next week. Stay positive! Survival is still very possible! 

 

Man of the Match: Alex Jerram
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