 
Saturday 10th July 2004
Suttoners v Shaftesbury

Match report: Duncan Weir


Suttoners won the toss and chose to bowl. The start could not have been worse for Shaftesbury who were considerably under strength in the batting department. Rawlinson retired hurt (0) in the second over and Toogood (1) soon followed him back in the ninth over LBW with the score on 21. Appleton and Weir finally saw off the openers, the Barber brothers after their onslaught of bouncers, wides, no balls and batting tips (these included Weir being rubbish for not hitting the short one for 4, although Weir obliged in style two balls later (accompanied by the helpful tip to the fielding a quiet "pick 'e out the stingers fat boy"). Toogood should have been batting in Division Five (and may be soon if Weir gets his way at Selection Committee this week) and Rawlinson needed to have a permit for his fishing outside the off stump).

 

Shaftesbury struggled to keep the score ticking over and Weir eventually went for 34 caught behind. Appleton stayed at the crease ensuring that there was to be no repeat of the Wayfarers style collapse. After an hour and a half he made sixteen returning to the changing rooms claiming he intended to hit out on day two. Aled Williams played a couple of nice shots but could only muster 8 before being caught and Ben Swann (0) suicidally ran himself out much to the disappointment of his team mates who after watching Appleton at the crease were looking forward to some entertainment.

 

Eddowes (4), Dawson (3), and debutant Dorrell (10) failed to score big and young Tom Wilson impressed by pulling a lovely four off one of the quicks for his 7 not out. Number 11 Luke Clarke struggled putting on the unfamiliar equipment but when he got the thigh pad on the right leg he went out determined to beat his best ever score of 5 but it wasn't to be. Another day another duck. 118 runs needed for Suttoners to win.

 

After the best away tea of the season Suttoner's opener Chris Insall chose not to hang around scoring a quick 78 not out leaving a convincing win for the home side in the 19th over. Dawson picked up the only wicket for Shaftesbury caught by Weir at mid wicket but 117 was never going to be enough especially on such a large field with ten men.

Man of the match: Duncan Weir (awarded by Milts for recognising the mistake of including Toogood in the starting XI)
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