 
Saturday 5 June 2004
Wayfarers v Shaftesbury

Match report: Duncan Weir

Anyone who has played a few games of cricket will know that no two games are the same. A unique set of events in this match will ensure that it is never repeated. This is no bad thing for those who happened to be on the losing side on Saturday.

 

Wayfarers won the toss and unsurprisingly chose to bat first on a good flat track on a hot afternoon. Opener M. Stacey (84) was the first batsman we've played against this season to take advantage of the fielding restrictions reaching 50 in 14 overs. Good opening spells from Gus 'Fraser' Spencer (7-30-0) and Merion Williams (5-34-0) were unable to find the breakthrough. Overseas player Craig 'McDermott' Estens was the partnership breaker. With the score on 62 T. Jones went for 20 with keeper Ted Eddowes taking a good chance down the leg side. Duncan Weir could relax; as he hadn't gone on to make too many runs after having already dropped him off Spencer. McDermott went on to take another wicket caught by 14-year-old debutant Tom Wilson who's fielding was faultless all afternoon. After the retirement of Jonty Warder at the top of his game its great to see a new young role model in the field for the team to learn from. What's also clear is that Warder has retired at the right time, as the new school of fielding does not involve smoking in the outfield.  

 

At 101-2 after 18 overs skipper Lowton told Golden Balls Jamie Weir to rap things up and get some tea in early. 7 wickets later with figures of 12-5-41-7 Wayfarers were all out for 166 in the 37th over. 

 

Senior Pro Lowton was in awe of Wilson in the field and tried to impress him by taking 3 catches. McDermott took a casual catch at deep midwicket, so casual the rest of the team were unsure he'd seen it coming until he lazily stuck his hands in the air to take a cracker. As with most of the Wayfarers batsman speed appeared to be the most important asset while at the crease. Stacey was no exception hitting a number of big sixes helped by Warren who in true Gordon Banks style impressively parried one over the boundary. 

 

Providing nothing went drastically wrong 166 appeared an easy target on the first real batsman friendly track of the season. Lowton (2) went early but Weir (54) and Warren (50) made good progress. Dr. Charlie Warren had stepped into Hayward's shoes while he's away food critiquing in Scotland and was looking in good form punishing anything over pitched or short before spooning one to mid on. It also became apparent that not only could he step comfortably into Hayward's shoes but also his jockstrap and trousers as he sported his new professional waistline. With the score at 133-2 in the 28th over the game looked well and truly wrapped-up. Weir through his wicket away with a reckless shot but at the time had no idea how much he would regret it afterwards. 34 runs to win off 16 overs proved too hard a total to reach! Jamie Weir (11), Mike Rawlinson (19), Dave Toogood (2), Craig McDermott (0), Gus Spencer (0), M. Williams (2), T. Wilson (0) and Ted Eddowes (Not Out 2) produced on of the most spectacular batting collapses in seasons resulting in a final total of 159 all out. The Changing room atmosphere was uncomfortable for Gus Fraser who preferred to leave his match fee with anyone but the fee collector Guy Lowton, who's ears were visibly steaming with anger as the extra pressure of captaincy took it toll.

 

Something in the food at Wayfarers must induce batting collapses as both sides demonstrated how easy it is to do. It could have been the tuna and sweet corn sandwiches or the tuna and cucumber sandwiches or the plain tuna sandwiches (can't help but feel that tuna fisherman are doing a roaring trade because of the 2004 Dorset Division 1 cricket teas). There were no complaints about the tea however as there was a good array of cakes and it was universally agreed that it was 10 times better than Sherborne's.

 

It's very hard to be positive after throwing away a game like that but there was a plus side. With 3 ducks, 2 50's, 2 dropped catches, 3 catches by one player and a 7 wicket haul the fines jar was left with a healthy account!

 

Man of the match: Jamie Weir (Harry Lowton stat of the day - Jamie now averages 5.3 wickets/match)
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