 
22nd May 2004
Sherborne v Shaftesbury

Match report: Duncan Weir

A sunny day and a grassy flat track with a dry quick out field greeted us at Sherborne, as did an opposition skipper who was keen to let us play to our strengths by winning the toss and putting us in.
 

Established opening pair, Weir and Lowton padded up, ready to see what the one-time giants of Dorset cricket had to offer. Lowton (12) was looking in good form until he walked across his stumps for a third time in one over and left Dave Cassels to extend the familiar dreaded finger. Hayward (3), Woodhouse (5) and Rawlinson (4) all went in quick succession thanks to some good swing bowling from Nurton, although it must be said, Woodhouse was particularly unlucky with his decision! The only partnership of any substance was between Weir and Spencer that only made 57 but was nonetheless vital for the innings. Weir finally went for 75, flicking it off his leg straight into mid wicket's hands for a soft dismissal. The future of Shaftesbury cricket club, Spencer (25), Down (20) and Williams (15) all went on to make useful contributions to the final total of 186. All three tried their best to scuff up the pitch to ensure that the wicket might liven up for their bowling spells. The prospect of losing 5 points for running on the wicket was causing great concern in the pavilion, particularly for Lowton who went on his customary pacing and nervous gibbering to anyone who hadn't escaped his immediate vicinity, about the consequences of such a serious offence.

 

There were no "show ponies" this week on the tea front for Lowton to talk about. In fact the less said about the tea the better unless you have shares in John West tuna, Lion eggs, or Lidl's frozen quiche.

 

If ever there was a case for the club to have some sort of medical staff on the books, this game was it. Toogood, without telling anyone, had his wisdom teeth removed on the Friday, turning up for the game in body but not in mind - with the anaesthetic still half operational. Young Jim Down managed to twinge his hamstring, making his skipper do his running and scorer, Harry Lowton, do his fielding. Lowton's heavy cricket schedule with the Saturday team, Sunday 2nds team, and Dorset over 90's has caught up with him, tweaking something in his neck and having to leave the field after a final over of buffet balls delivered with a serviette and glass of wine for the batsman to devour. 

 

The situation left Weir with a stressful dilemma - ten fielders, three mainstream bowlers, two of which have bowling restrictions, and a handy opening batsman for Sherborne called Baker (66), who was accumulating runs with a particularly stylish off drive. 

 

Dawson (9-27-3), Spencer (12-29-3) and Williams (5.4-21-1) did not disappoint with the ball. Nothing more could have been asked of them, keeping the ball well pitched up and bowling a good line. With Lowton and Down already enjoying the clubhouse facilities another bowler was needed. Everybody likes to talk a good game, but who was it to be? Toogood, who likes to talk about his opening spell at Broadstone in 1992, claiming he was able to manipulate the batsman with his away drift; Rawlinson, who claimed that against Westminster school early on this season, his dip in the flight was unplayable; Wayward Hayward, who is considered an unknown quantity, or the skipper himself, who still reminisces about the season he bowled more overs than his brother "golden balls".

 

After not much deliberation, Rawlinson got the nod and filled the void perfectly. Evidence showed not much dip but his straight slower ball proved unplayable for some of Sherborne's lower order, ending up with well-deserved figures of 7-27-3. Air traffic control was informed before one particular delivery for flight path clearance before the ball nose-dived out of the clouds onto the stumps to dismiss "big bird" for two runs. Sherborne were bowled out for 143.

 

A team's fielding performance is often a good indication of how well the team is working together. It was encouraging to see so much effort in the field. The ground fielding was excellent and three good catches from Weir, Eddowes and Woodhouse helped chip away at their batting line out. The victory was a great team performance.

 

For the statisticians amongst us (which now includes Harry Lowton who quoted a variety of interesting stats from the score book as the Fosters went down in the Two Brewers, albeit at a slower rate than his brother Edward) this was the twelfth consecutive victory for the Saturday team. A run stretching from 21st June 2003 that includes victories in chronological order against Cattistock, Pimperne, Shroton, Blandford 2nds, Dorchester 2nds, Swanage, Bere Regis, Wimborne 2nds, Cattistock, Pimperne, Bournemouth and now Sherborne.

 

Man of the Match: Duncan Weir (given by Sam as he was originally writing the report - not me!)
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