 
15th May 2004
Shaftesbury v Bournemouth

Match report: Duncan Weir

New season, new division and new square. Many thanks must go to Graham Glaze, Jonty Warder and Dave Toogood for providing such a magnificent looking pitch. It is unclear whether the strip's impressive appearance or the sentimental landmark of facing the first ball on it was the reason for Weir's decision to bat first. He justified it using the old 'positivist' argument. 

 

Duncan Weir and Guy Lowton made a slow but steady start before Weir was bowled for 11. Outrageous excuses of Jonty Warder hiding his bat before the game were blamed for a simple error in his forward defence. Lowton was next to fall for 35 after a partnership of 71 with Hayward who went on to make a well earned 51. The video analyst coach was most upset that when watching their partnership on tape, his video had packed up and went into slow motion. He was only able to see what looked like walking between the wickets and a slow pie chucker from the top end launching grenades at the pair. Being a professional coach he chose to ignore the faulty video player, knowing that they must have been running between the wickets and that the grenade launcher was obviously, in real time, an intelligent medium pacer by the name of Banfield who picked up impressive figures or 7 wickets for 42 runs.

 

The applause for Hayward's 50 went straight to his head as he was dismissed the following ball. Unfortunately for Shaftesbury the following efforts with the bat were disappointing. Despite the best efforts of Jim Down's 15 not out, Shaftesbury collapsed. After being 110 - 2 off 33 overs, the remaining 12 overs only saw 29 runs for the loss of 8 wickets finishing on 139 all out. There was no doubt that with the out field being as damp and lush as it was that anything over 160 would have been an impressive total. Boundaries were scarce leaving the batsmen with plenty of running. Spectators couldn't help feel that a bit more dedication to pre-season fitness may have added a few extra runs. Ex-club dietician Matt Luttrell would never have allowed Hayward to go on such an extravagant restaurant tour of Hong Kong just before commencing the season. 

 

Coronation Chicken made its second ever appearance at a Shaftesbury tea as Claire Ferguson made her cricket debut. So high was the standard it was already being touted as a favourite for the teacup award but was duly fined for showing off too early on in the season.

 

As Bournemouth commenced their innings it was unclear if 139 would be enough, but with 'golden balls' Jamie Weir in the side, there's always a chance. Banfield was the only batsman to make an impact with 60 not out, but lacked a partner who stuck around and was starved of the strike through the latter stages of the innings. Gillie Dawson bowled his usual consistent medium pace on a slow wicket that never really suited any of the quick bowlers. He picked up 2 wickets for his efforts for 23 runs. Guy Lowton also bowled well, ending with figures of 8 - 9 - 2. Pick of the bowlers was Jamie Weir (12 - 31 - 6) making a total of 25 wickets in 5 matches for the Saturday team. He ripped through Bournemouth leaving them 105 all out.

 

It was a positive start to the new season, with Sam Hayward and Guy Lowton hitting some early form with the bat that on an August day would have rewarded them with far more runs, and Jamie Weir and Gillie Dawson with the ball. Angus Spencer and Alex Baldwin made fine debuts. What they lacked with the bat they made up for in the field. Baldwin was unquestioningly the fielder of the day, snaring a good catch at short cover and Spencer showed encouraging signs with the ball ending with 7 - 22 - 1. Jim Down and Aled Williams both took good catches showing far more confidence in the process than Weir, who imitated the great Shaftesbury juggler, Rob Selby, before finally having the ball under control. More importantly the team spirit built up over last season has successfully overflowed into the new one as proved by the victory celebrations in The Two Brewers. Entertainment was provided by 14-year-old scorer, Ed Lowton slurring his words, as his father lead by example by choosing to visit the ladies toilets instead of the gents! 

A great day and a good start.

Man of the Match: Jamie Weir
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