A Parliamentary Stooge?
By Mark Wareham, July 2011

Anthony Casbert was one of my great x 10 grandfathers and he was a yeoman farmer who held Ashford
Farm [modern picture of the old farmhouse below] which lies between the town of Fordingbridge and
village of Sandleheath. He was born about 1600, married Jane Aldridge of Fordingbridge at St Thomas
Church in Salisbury in 1623 and was buried in 1656. His part in the drama of the civil war comes at the
same time as King Charles I's captivity on the Isle of Wight. At that time there were numerous attempts by
Royalists to help Charles escape

and Parliament was very nervous
about losing their important prisoner.
There was a very real concern that if
that happened then a new war would
start or that their authority would be
difficult to maintain if he fled abroad
and undermined them from further a
field. In the book ‘A narrative of the
attempted escapes of Charles the
1st from Carrisbrooke Castle, 1852,
by George Hillier’ there is reference
to the story of Captain Burley. On
27" December 1647 Captain John
Burley, captain of Yarmouth castle,
attempted to help King Charles escape but he was apprehended and put on trial. According to Hillier,
Burley was then tried for being —

The former Ashford Farm, near Fordinbridge, Hampshire

"... chief cause or incendiary for causing a drum to beat up for God and King Charles at Newport ...,
and causing a mutiny there contrary to divers ordinances of Parliament made in that behalf."

Others refer to this attempt as a ‘silly’ scheme that was bound to fail, the aim being apparently to create a
wide disturbance as a distraction to seizing the King.

On the jury which was convened from people of Hampshire at Winchester on 22" January 1648 was
‘Anthony Casberte’, almost certainly my ancestor. Hillier describes the trial of Burley as being —

“... other than the trial of Charles' as '.. one of the most peculiar in English history™.

Judge of the assize was one John Wilde who had instructed a jury in a trial of a Major Edmund Rolph to
ignore a bill of indictment against him for plotting to kill the King. Another person also involved in this
infamous trial was a Sir Henry Mildmay, someone who was later to be one of the judges of King Charles |
but who did not sign the death warrant.

People on the jury were almost certainly planted there by Parliament and people that they could rely upon.
The Royalist journal ‘Mercurius Dogmatiass’ even went as far as to attack each member of the jury in an
edition of their pamphlet. But as far as Anthony was concerned they did not have too much to hold against
him and just described him as —

“... a sharp man, sure”.
This is not a bad report on a man which the Royalists would have disliked intensely for apparently being a
Parliamentary stooge on a jury in a show trial. Captain Burley was found guilty and sentenced to be hung,

drawn and quartered. After a very short reprieve he was hanged (I don’t know whether he was also drawn
and quartered) on 3" February.
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Nothing more is known of what Anthony may have done for Parliament in the civil war, but he would not
have been on this jury unless he was a supporter of their cause. Anthony was also of that class of yeoman
farmer that formed the large base of Parliamentary support and that Cromwell called for when he said “I
had rather have a plain, russet-coated Captain, that knows what he fights for, and loves what he knows,
than that which you call a Gentle-man and is nothing else”. He was also from a part of Hampshire that was
overwhelmingly Parliamentary in affinity and he would have been at the right age to have been active in
the war.

The line from Anthony Casbert to my grandfather is on page 27
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Anthony CASBERT Jane ALDRIDGE

Borm: 1605 (applin Fordingbridge, Born: 1605 (app) in Fordingbridos |
Hampshire Hatmpshire
Diedt 10 Jun 1656 in Fordingbhdge, Marr: 17 Oct 1626 in St Thomas,
Hampshire Salisbury, Wiltshire
William CASBERTE Joane POFPE
Born: 1635 (agn) in Fordinghridos | Borm: 27 Dec 1639 in Rock boune,
Ham pshire Hampshire
Ocrup: Yeoman of Ashiard Farm Matr: 16 May 1659 in Fordingitcoe,
Diigck 13 Mow 1702 in Breamore, Hampshire
Hampshire Died: 6 Dec 1637 in Fordingbridge,
Hampshire
Moses PINHORNE Susanna CASBERT
Born 15 Jan 1656 in Fordingbrid e, Born: 1661 inF ordingbridge,
Haimp shire Hampshire
Deocup: Yeoman fermer East Mill Died: 30 Mar1?2B in Fordingbhidoe,
Fam  churchwarden 1635 Hampshire
Mar: 11 Dec 1679 in Fordinghbndge,
Hamp shire
Died: 27 Sep 1726 in Fordinghricdge,
Haimig shire
Abraham PINHORMNE Frances MATTHEWS
Bomm: & Sep 1634 in Fordingbridoge, Borm: 1630in Dikden, Hampshite
Hampshire Died 16 Aor 1748 in Fordingbricdge,
Ocouy, Farmer of Foles Farm & Hampshire
Burgste
Diech 1740
John BLACHF ORD Susanna PINHORME
Borre 12 Oct 1715 in Fordinghricge, Borr 17 Dec 1717 in Fordnghridye,
Hampashire: Hampshire
Occup: Famer of Blatchford Farm Died: 16 May 1732 in Fortmel
East Crchard, Dorset Magna, Darsst
Man: 17 Ot 1743 in Fordingbridge,
Hampzhire
Died: 9 Mar 177 3inF ontmell Magrea,
Dorset

James TAPPER Susannah BLACHFORD
Bom: 1742in lvweme Minster, Dorsst Bom: 5 Sep 1744 in Fordingbr doe,
Ocrup: Labourer Hampshire
Marr 28 Dec 1763 in Fontmell
Magna, Dorset
Died: 1 Mar 1305 in Ivwerne Minster,
Dorsst

Thomas HURDLE
Bom: 12 Ot 1761in lwnerne
Coutney, Darset
Marr: 28 Jun 1784 in lwerne
Courtney, Darset
Died: 23 Sep 1810 in Iwerne
Coutney, Dorset

Elizaheth TAPPER
Born: 1 766 in East Orchard, Dorset
Diedt 2 Jan 1829 in lwerne Coutney,
Dorast

Jogeph RUSSELL
Bom: 1788 in Shilingstone, Dorsst
Occup: Butcher & cobbler
Marr 24 Sug 1812 inlnerne
Courtney, Dorset
Diect & Aug 187 2 inlweme Courtney,

M aria HURDLE
Bom: 9 May 1793 in vwerne
Courtney, Dorset
Died: 17 Sug 1830 in neme
Courtney, Dorset

Drorsst
George WAREHAM Jare RUSSELL
Bam: 6 Mo 1825 in [weme Courtriey, Barre 17 Feb 1525 in lwerne
Daorsst Courtney, Dorset
Ocoup: Road and farm labourer Died: 13 Ot 1899 in baeme Coutney
Mar 25 Sep 1847 inlweme

Courtney, Dorset
Died: 25 Jan 1853 in I'nerne
Courtney, Dorset

Walter George WAREHAM Harriet Rosina STAINER
Borm: 25 Jun 1865 in lweme Born: 12 Sep 1850 in Donhead 5t
Coutney, Dorset Mary, Wiltshire
oo Gardenet Marr: 28 Jun 1902 in Tishury,
Died: 16 2pr 1945 in Coombe, nesr Wiltshire
Shattesbury, Wiltshire Diect 10 Sep 1960 in Salisury,
‘Wiltshire

Sidney ErmestWAREHAM Violet Doris HISCOCK
Bon: 2 8pr 1916 in Lower Coombe, Bom: 19May1918 in Tallard Royal,
near Shatesbury, Wiltshire
Ocoup: Labourer & gardener Marr: 15 Ma 1935 1n Yeovi,
Sometset
Died: & Jan 15885 in Wimbome,

Dorset

Died: 10 Oct 1973 in Salisbury,
Wvilkshire
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