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Some Spring colour at last, looking over towards Brimsdown



Diary May 2013

2nd Thu  Book Club Meeting at Tyning Wood         7.30 pm

5th Sun  Holy Communion – Church                9.30 am
6th   Mon Household & Garden Waste Collection        7.00 am
   Bingo – Village Hall                 7.30 for 8.00 pm

8th    Wed Mobile Library – Somerset Arms      9.35-9.55 am
   Kids@MB – Village Hall        6.00-7.30 pm

12th  Sun  Matins – Church                     9.30 am

13th  Mon  Black Box & Blue Bins Collection        7.00 am

14th Tue  Annual Parish Meeting – Village Hall       7.30 pm
   followed by Parish Council

16th  Thu  Welcome Club Meeting – Horningsham Hall 2.30 pm
   Music and Mirth John Craig

18th  Sat  Bird Club - meet Village Hall Car Park      10.00 am
   Spring Fayre – Village Hall                2.00 pm

19th  Sun  Parish Communion - Church            10.30 am

20th  Mon  Household & Garden Waste Collection       7.00 am

21st Tues       Welcome Club Outing to Worthing
                      Leave Horningsham – 0845, Maiden Bradley – 0900
   Village Hall Fundraising meeting        7.30 pm

22nd Wed Deadline for Contributions to June MBPN
22nd Wed Mobile Library – Somerset Arms   09.35-09.55 am
   Kids@MB – Higgins Farm Fun on the    6.00-7.30 pm
                      Farm  and Rogation Service – Higgins Farm

26th  Sun  Holy Communion – Church                9.30 am

27th  Mon   Black Box & Blue Bins Collection         7.00 am

28th Tue  W.I. Meeting – Stourton Village Hall         7.30 pm

30th Thurs  Village Hall AGM               7.30pm

Mass times in Warminster and Mere:-

St.George’s, Warminster – Saturday 6 pm (Vigil); Sunday 8 am, 10 am
St. Mary’s, Mere – Friday 10 am;   Sunday 5 pm

Dr Harding’s Surgery every Monday at 36 Church Street except Bank Holidays 5-6 pm. Due to pressure of
work the Surgery at Silton, Bourton, is unable to accept repeat orders for medication by telephone. Please
bring your orders to 36, Church Street the week before they are due so that the Doctor can collect them.

Dustbin Day every Monday; for Bank Holiday changes see Wiltshire Council website. Mother & Toddlers
every Tuesday 10.00 am to 12 noon.

Useful telephone Nos.: The Village Shop: 844206; The Post Office: 845040; The Pub: 844207; Village Hall
bookings – Sam Higgins: 844671; Dr. Andrew Murrison MP: 01225 358584 or murrisona@parliament.uk;
Mere Link Scheme 01747 860096; Rev Carol: 01747 861859.

Maiden Bradley Parish News: contributions are welcome in any format. E-Mail: editor@maidenbradley.net
or contact Les Mayne; 845235.



Editorial
So, do we think Spring has finally arrived?  I sincerely hope so as do many others I am sure.  By
the time you read this I shall be in sunny Cyprus – a long way to go to get some sun I know.   I
hope you do not have to travel so far but I shall be upset if you have a heat-wave while I am away!
Aside from the prospect of better weather, May brings a number of events not least of which will
be the local elections, an opportunity for you to make your feelings known whichever party or
individual you favour. Remember, the right to vote was hard won and should not be treated lightly.
At the end of the month over the Bank Holiday period there will be two more events.  Once again
the Forces March will pass through Maiden Bradley.  Indeed, the participants will be staying
overnight on the Saturday and leaving on Sunday.  They are on a mission to raise funds for Service
Charities. They deserve our support as do those who have suffered as a consequence of their
service in the military.  I am certain any donations you may be moved to make will be gratefully
received and I know they will be put to good use.
At the same time, the Somerfest will be held at the Somerset Arms. This event, too, is worthy of
support.  Who was it that said: “If music be the food of love, play on.” Well, that might be taking it
a bit too far in this case. But anything that helps to lighten our lives after the dismal winter and
spring is to be welcomed.  Moreover, it will bring a much needed boost to businesses in the village.
You know the saying, “use it or lose it” and that is certainly true in respect of both the shop and the
pub. I know that such events are not everyone’s cup of tea, but hey, it is only once a year and it
cannot be anything like as bad as root-canal treatment without anaesthetic.  Enjoy!!!
The charity this month is Marie Curie Cancer Care, a worthy cause if ever there was one.  My family
have had personal experience of the wonderful service they provide, easing the burden of care of
terminally ill relatives.  Support them if you can, directly or indirectly.

Les Mayne

Vicar’s Letter

Dear Friends

Since I last wrote we have been given Balou, a 5 ½ year old
Labrador.  His last master had inherited him and though he
loved Balou a lot he badly wanted to travel the world and is off

to Australia  shortly I think and it would be difficult to take him.  We haven’t had a dog before and
Balou is a wonderful introduction – he is so full of a zest for life, with a great sense of fun.  He isn’t
too fond of the lead and has nearly pulled me into brooks and streams several times!  To us life is
a new adventure seen through our doggy friend’s eyes.
We are still in what the Church calls the Easter season – it goes up to Ascension Day.  At 50 days
it is longer than Lent which is 40 days.  During that time the readings concentrate on first the utter
disbelief of the disciples at Jesus’ resurrection, then their enormous joy and the way they set-to to
share that joy, love and teaching with their communities.  The depth of the meaning of Jesus’
resurrection – his stamping down death with new life- was an idea they were getting used to and
seeing the significance of.
Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed, alleluia.

Rev Carol - 01747 861859

On Wednesday 22nd of May from 6pm we will be meeting at the Higgins (Church Farm) with Kids
@ MB for Fun on the Farm followed at around 7.15 for a short service of thanksgiving to mark
Rogation.  More details will follow in poster at the shop etc.  Refreshments will be served.



Parish Council 9th April 2013
Housing Survey- the Housing Survey is being delivered with this edition of the Parish News.
The Parish Council would be most grateful if parishioners could take some time to complete
the survey. It will give accurate figures as to whether there is a need for affordable housing in
the parish.
Community Litter Pick-The Chairman thanked Councillor Franck Baudrain for organising the
event and all of the parishioners who had given their time that day to help improve the
appearance of the parish; their help was much appreciated.
It was agreed that there was a requirement for more people to be involved next year as a few
areas had not been covered because of a lack of volunteers. It was agreed that more thought
should be put into advertising the event next year, possibly larger posters actioned earlier in
the year to advertise the event. There was a need for more involvement working with the
Community Shop.  The previous organiser had targeted help through the shop in previous
years and this would need further discussion with the Shop Committee. It was mentioned that
word of mouth works best with all community events and that if parishioners were informed
that, if everyone could just do ½ an hour, it would be appreciated and make a difference.
Parishioners are asked to note that the Best Kept Village Competition Judging is to take
place in late May early June.
Parish Steward/Highways- it was reported to the Clerk that the traffic islands in Church Street
need clearing out and that the drains are blocked in the centre of the village. Before the
entrance to the village there is a deep rut about five yards long by the first layby down near
Dunkerton on the B3092 by the sharp turn. This road surface is extremely poor and is causing
issues for motorbikes. The Clerk was instructed to inform the Highways of this. If you know of
any area in the parish that needs attention please contact Clarence on 0800 232323 or the
Clerk on the contact details below.
Meeting Dates for 2013/2014- Tuesday 9th April 2013 7.30pm, Tuesday 14th May 2013
7.30pm (Meeting of Electoral not a Full Council meeting), Tuesday 14th May 2013 8.00pm
Annual Parish Council meeting, Tuesday 11th June 2013 7.30pm, Tuesday 9th July 2013
7.30pm.  There will be no meeting during the August Summer break, Tuesday 10th September
2013 7.30pm, Tuesday 8th October 2013 7.30pm, Tuesday 12th November 2013 7.30pm
(Budget meeting), Tuesday 10Th December 2013 7.30pm, Tuesday 14th January 2014
7.30pm, Tuesday 11th February 2014 7.30pm, Tuesday 11th March 2014 7.30pm and Tues-
day 1st April 2014 7.30pm.
Recreational Area Moles – The Clerk has been asked to call out the Mole Catcher as the
recreational area has mole hills again in the children’s play area and could be a trip hazard.
The Risk Assessment check sheet had highlighted it as an issue.
Forces March- Council agreed that the recreational area can be used by the Forces March
Group subject to the usual agreements in place. The Clerk was instructed to contact Michael
Massy-Beresford with the relevant documentation.
Youth Club & Swimming Pool Area- Councillor Ben Gunstone reported to Council on the
Youth Club’s activities. The Football Club are looking into grants for developing the old Youth
Club Hut area for changing rooms for the Teams.
It had been highlighted to Council by the Trustees that despite trying to get people to run the
pool and various people having shown interest, to-date no one is prepared to do anything.
Therefore, if no one is prepared to come forward and run the pool, the trustees will have no
option but to fill in the pool and return the ground to recreation use.



The Clerk was instructed to email the Trustees and inform them that the Parish Council have
no objection to filling in the Swimming Pool.
Section 137 Expenditure: limit for 2013 -14 LGA 1972 s137- Council noted that the Depart-
ment for Communities and Local Government has confirmed that the appropriate sum for parish
councils in England for the purposes of section 137(4) (a) of the Local Government Act 1972
(“the 1972 Act”) for 2013-2014 is £6.98 per head of the electorate and that this gives the Parish
Council £1717.08 to lawfully grant under Section 137 if it wishes. The Parish Council had set its
budget at £1000.00 for the coming financial year.
Warminster Area – Our Community Matters Website- Wiltshire Council have set up a new
internet site for the communities within the area. It is a blog to advertise what’s going on in and
around the area, along with the provision for advertising for volunteers, job vacancies etc.
Groups and Clubs in the parish are encouraged to use it. It is easy to use and parishioners just
need to ask to be registered on the site and then they can use it as much or as little as they
wish. The Clerk is happy to help anyone who would like assistance with using the site.
Items for the next Agenda: Election of the Chairman and Vice Chairman, a Review of Parish
Council Documentation and Clerks Appraisal.  The Clerk was also instructed to invite the PCSO
to the Annual Parish Meeting to give a report.
Date of the next meeting- The Council agreed that the 14th May 2013 would be the date of the
next Parish Council meeting. The Annual Parish Meeting will start at 7.30pm followed by
the Annual Parish Council meeting at 8.00pm.  All are welcome to attend. As always, the
Parish Council meeting will be open at the start with an opportunity for members of the public
to ask questions or make comments on any matter. The website Southwilts.com (Maiden
Bradley) can be accessed to read a copy of the Agenda and Minutes electronically or copies
are displayed on the Community Notice Board at the village shop.

Sarah Jeffries can be contacted by email: maidenbradleypc@o2.co.uk  or phone: 01985
213436 9 Beech Grove Warminster BA12 0AB

Village Hall News
The Committee would like to thank the Pantomime Group
for their generous donation of £600 to the Village Hall
funds, a reflection of the success of their production, which
is much appreciated.
The Maiden Bradley Produce Show will be held at The
Village Hall on Saturday 24th August at 2pm. The
schedule is available from Sue Priestner.
Thanks to everyone who gave up their time to help clean
the hall. It's looking better but there is still a way to go and
help in the future would be appreciated.
The Village Hall AGM will be held on 30th May at 7:30
pm. The Committee will stand for re-election. Any
committee member not wishing to stand for re-election or
anyone wishing to stand for election onto the Committee
should contact me, giving 14 days notice. Any members
of the public are welcome to attend.

Sally Rigg - Secretary to Village Hall Committee



Mere Bowls Club
We opened as planned on Saturday 6th April. What a day we had; good weather (for a change)
and a fantastic turn out of existing, new and a number of possible new members. In all, 28
existing members and 5 new members had a great game of bowls, while 8 prospective members
were given the basics of the game by two of our trained coaches.  A further 9 members couldn’t
be there for a variety of reasons. Things are looking brighter on the membership front for the
new season and hopefully beyond.
On Saturday 4th May we will be holding an Open Day and Fete in the School Grounds on
Springfield Road; all are welcome. We will have a number of stalls where you will be able to
buy plants, bric-a- brac, books and cakes; there will be a raffle and we will have Bowls Coaches
on hand to show anyone interested in the game how it is done. So why not come along and
give the game a try and enjoy yourself at the fete. All the proceeds of the day are for the Bowls
Club.
For any information regarding the club or the sport of Bowls please contact Alan Inwood on
01985-844215, Jeff Vigars on 01747-860976 & jeffcarolvigars@hotmail.co.uk, or Don Butchers
on 01747-860775 & don.butchers@btinternet.com

Don Butchers – Club Secretary

Welcome Club

We had a very pleasant time playing bingo for a few games on the afternoon of April 18th.  There
were prizes of cash and goods after which we enjoyed our usual tea served by our happy band
of helpers. Edna organised the raffle and Paul obliged by calling the winners.

At least our trips have begun on a day of
perfect weather! We boarded the coach at
our respective locations and headed for
Devon, glorious Devon.  We stopped for
coffee at Ottery St.Mary garden centre, a
delightful spot, and then made tracks for
Teignmouth where we found plenty of
places to eat, followed by a bit of
sunbathing. Well, sitting on benches
looking at the sea! Trago Hills was our next
stopwhere much shopping was done and

tea was supped. For the “nightcap” we
stopped at the Eagle Tavern near Bucklands
Cross. What a great day – the first of many
for the season.

Chris Short - 847373



Care for a cuppa?

With Spring still around the corner why not start thinking ahead to Summer and celebrate the
warmer weather by organising a Blooming Great Tea Party with friends and family in aid of
Marie Curie Cancer Care.

This year we need your help to make the Blooming Great Tea Party bigger and better in
Wiltshire! Get together with family and friends at home, or get your colleagues involved and tuck
into your favourite slice of cake and raise the much needed funds for Marie Curie Nurses in
Wiltshire. From a tea party fit for a queen to a competition bake sale at work it doesn't matter
how you get involved, just eat cake!

You can hold your tea party at any point in June or July.

Register today and receive your free fundraising pack complete with balloons and invitations
and get planning!

Visit  www.mariecurie.org.uk/teaparty or call 0845 052 4184 to register.

Shop Fundraiser
On 13th April the shop held a fundraising event in Bradley
House. Simon Nixon , a journalist well known at high levels
on the European circuit, kindly agreed to come and give a
talk about Europe and the Euro. The event was a sell out
with 80 tickets sold. The packed room was treated to an
intelligent, non-political analysis of the situation in Europe,
particularly with reference to the Euro. This was followed by
a question and answer session and then wonderful themed
food from around Europe. The feedback from the event has

been very positive
and the shop has
benefitted from a
financial boost in excess of £1,000. This will give much
needed help in replacing aged refrigeration equipment.
Many thanks go to Liz Nixon for organising the event
(and doing most of the cooking) and the volunteers who
contributed to the cooking and acted as
waiters/waitresses/barmen on the night.

Kay Mayne



Village Hall Lottery

March
1st   M. Crabbe                          £22.00                  2nd   Lisa Cripps                      £11.00
3rd   R. Stevens                           £6.65                  4th    Rob Green                        £4.35

April
1st    D. Stevens                         £22.00                 2nd    Nicki Canale                     £11.00
3rd   P. Ciolli                                 £6.65                 4th     Karen John                         £4.35

If you would like to help support  your Village Hall, please get in contact with John Priestner on
844244 who has some spare numbers. Only 50p per number per month; you can have more
than one number. Half the draw’s income goes to the Village Hall and half goes in prizes.

Village  Show  Saturday  August  24th

Please come to a meeting in the Village Hall on Tuesday 21st May at 7.30pm, to discuss all the
possible fund raising ideas for the Village Hall on that day.

Mackerel Baked with Yoghurt and Cream

Fish is good for you especially oily fish which is excellent for the heart.  Mackerel is a very good
example of the type of oily fish we should eat despite the presence of cream in this dish! If it
makes you feel better use low fat yoghurt.

4 medium-sized mackerel cleaned
1 (5 fl oz) carton natural yoghurt
4 tablespoons fresh double cream
Salt and pepper
Lemon wedges
Watercress
Preheat the oven to 190°C
Wash the mackerel; dry well and place in an oven-proof dish
Beat the yoghurt and cream together. Season to taste and pour over the fish. Bake for 15-20
minutes until the fish is cooked through.
Serve garnished with watercress and lemon wedges.

All the ingredients are available from Maiden Bradley Village Shop. The fish is to order only
through the Shop.



From Behind the Counter
April was an interesting month with the introduction of fresh fish to order every week and the
trial of some new bread over the Easter Weekend.  Turnover is still buoyant and in March there
was another small excess of income over expenditure in spite of having to call out the engineers
to the freezer (yet again).
Fresh Fish.  We are now offering a new
service of fresh fish supplied to order every
week. The fish comes from Bridport and the
company’s strapline is “24 hours from port to
plate” so you can be assured it is very fresh.
At the time of writing we have had only one
fresh fish order but the feedback on the
quality of the fish was very encouraging.
Inevitably there will be some teething troubles
in the ordering system but bear with us and I
am sure we will soon have a system that
makes it easy for the customers, us and the
suppliers. The company also supplies
shellfish, smoked products such as kippers and smoked mackerel as well as fish cakes and
fish soup. If you call in to the shop we can give you a full list of what can be supplied (it runs to
2 pages!) and show you how to order it.
Bread. You will know that for many years we have had available frozen bloomer loaves. Well
now the same company makes wholemeal, white and harvest grain loaves in both large and
small sizes. During the Easter weekend, when Taylor’s were not delivering to us, we trialled the
new bread and the response was mostly positive. We are constrained at the moment by freezer
space but in due course we will have this bread available again for those who want it.  Then I
will aim to cut the Taylor’s orders back so that we just have enough for the day of delivery
(Mon,Wed and Fri) and on the days between we will cook our own bread. By doing this we will
be able to provide fresh bread every day.
Coffee.  For those of you who enjoy ground or bean coffee, we now have a new brand in the
shop. “Nice” comes from the 918 coffee shop in Gillingham so we are supporting another local
business. 918 now roast their own coffee and supply it bagged in either ground or whole bean
form. We have the ground form in several strengths so come along and try it and let us know
what you think. If you prefer whole beans then just ask and we will get it for you.
Ice Cream. Ever the optimists, we have got in the first of this season’s ice cream! Sure enough,
the sun has come out and sales have been steady.  Our ice cream freezer is rather small but
we will keep a modest range of the most popular brands. Do tell us your favourite and we will
try to squeeze it in.
Saturday Staff. Many of you will already know, or by now will have met, Amanda Dye in the
shop. Amanda responded to our ad for a Saturday job and she is now a fixture on the staff.
Amanda lives in Horningsham and has long been a customer and loyal supporter of our shop.
Many Horningsham residents regard the Maiden Bradley shop as their local shop too and we
are happy to encourage that by having one of their own behind the counter. Welcome Amanda,
we hope you will enjoy working in the shop.
And lastly…. Would the person who ordered rusks back in October please come and buy them?

Kay Mayne, Manager

PS. Come and have a look at the new additions to our olive oil/olive range. Tastings to follow
on June Super Saturday.
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Experienced practitioner for the Frome area:

Janie Godfrey ~ Frome Bowen Clinic
CertECBS VTCT MBTER CBHC NHS Directory Comp. Therapists

01373 836 982
www.bowenclinicfrome.com

Tired of having no signal in your village?
We here at Go Mobile have teamed up with

Vodafone with a solution to guarantee a
strong signal. Come to Frome Town centre
(next to Greggs) and pop in store to find the

answer to all your signal issues.
Go Mobile, 21 Westway, Shopping Centre,

Frome, BA11 1BS Centre, Frome, BA11 1BS
TEL:01373465444 MOB:07747383439
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Local pre-school Leaping Frogs has finalised
the plans for its new site in Zeals. Now called
Leaping Frogs Day Nursery the successful
pre-school will be expanding to provide full
daycare facilities from September 2012.
If you are interested in registering your child or
baby with Leaping Frogs and would like to chat
to someone about joining, please call Victoria
or Becky on 01747 861186 or 01985 220483
or visit our website www.leapingfrogs.org for
more information.

Elizabeth Gittoes
B.Ost., B.Sc.Hons.

Registered 0steopath
Practice details:
Monday/Thursday: 09.00-19.00
Tuesday/Wednesday: 17.30-19.00
Friday: 15.00-19.00
Saturday: 09.00-14.00

Telephone: 01747 840496
Email: lizgittoes@yahoo.co.uk

The Old Police House,
Stourton, BA12 6QG.





Baby & Toddler Group

Outdoor Play, Ball Pit, Play Dough, Bikes,
Puzzles, Painting, Indoor slide

Tuesdays 10 – 12
Maiden Bradley Village Hall

Friendly and informal atmosphere for
children to play and parents to relax!

£1.50 for 1st child 50p for each
additional child

Tea/coffee for the adults
and drink/snack for children

A
Annyy qquueerriieess pplleeaassee ccaallll

SShhaarreenn oonn 0011774477 884400777799
oorr CCllaarree oonn 0011774477 884400330077

Trained
gardener with
25 years
experience.

All aspects of
garden care
Undertaken.

Guided
garden centre
visits.

Horticultural
consultancy.

PLANTING

PRUNING

LAWN
MOWING

HEDGE
TRIMMING

PLANTING
PLANS

For your gateway to
A better garden
Tel: 01373 473008



Call our friendly team for an
insurance quotation on 01985 845116
or pop into our office at
NFU Mutual Office,
Perry Farm,
Maiden Bradley,
Warminster,
Wiltshire,
BA12 7JD

I s  y  o  u  r  z  i p  b  r o  k  e  n  ? A r e y  o  u  r t  r o  u  s e  r s  t o  o
lo  n  g  ? F a  n  c y  d  r e  s  s  f o  r  a  s p  e  c  i a  l  o  c  c  a  s io  n  ?
A l s o , s o  f  t  t o  y  s , s o  f  t  f  u  r  n  is h  i n  g  s ,
r e - e  n  a  c  t  m  e  n  t  c  o  s  t  u  m  e  s . A n  y  s e  w  i n  g  j o  b  c  o  n  s id  e  r e  d  .
R  e  a  s o  n  a  b  le  r a  t e  s .

T  h  e  S  e w  in  g  L  a  d  y
R  i n  g  J  a  n  o  n  0 1 9 8 5 8 4 4 7 7 5

NFU Mutual in
Warminster is
proud to be
associated with
Maiden Bradley
Parish News. NFU Mutual
Agent of the National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited. We do right by you

Finalist
2013

 Love food?
 Love The Bath Arms

Fresh local & seasonal menus.
Award-winning restaurant and cosy bar.

Available for breakfast, lunch & dinner, every day.

    The Bath Arms
    Horningsham, Warminster, Wiltshire BA12 7LY
    01985 844308 www.batharms.co.uk



Rural Business Services was established 11 years ago to pro-
vide professional book-keeping and administration services

for small to medium sized rural based businesses. In addition
we offer first class Project Management, sound sensible

Business Administration & Financial Solutions together with
Board Level Financial Management Experience. No matter

how small or big your requirement is we can tailor support to
suit your business needs either on or off site.

For more information or to discuss your requirements contact
Lucinda Stokes on 01985 844017

www.ruralaffairs.co.uk • email: lucinda@ruralaffairs.co.uk



SPRING FAYRE
SATURDAY 18TH MAY

MAIDEN BRADLEY VILLAGE HALL
STARTS 2PM ADMISSION FREE

CAKE STALL, PLANT STALL, BRIC-A-BRAC, JUMBLE,
TOMBOLA AND MANY OTHER STALLS

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!
WANTED -

CLOTHES, BOOKS, TOYS, BRIC-A-BRAC, … IN FACT ANYTHING YOU
DO NOT WANT. ALSO A FEW TABLE TOPS AVAILABLE AT £10 PER TABLE

 RING PAM COULBERT 844897 OR CALL IN AT 31 CHURCH STREET.

FRI 24 - SUN 26 MAY 2013

FREE CAMPING!
FREE PARKING!

FREE
MUSIC
FestivalSomerset Arms

Maiden Bradley
Tel: 01985 844207 for more information               http://thesomersetarms.org


