Fovant Parish Council  

Reference:   FPC/REC,TSC/02

Date:      November 2005

Salisbury District Council

Bourne End

Salisbury

Wiltshire.

For the attention of the Chief Executive Officer

Copy:  Mr R Baddley 

Dear Sir/Madam,

Subject:   Tisbury & District Sports Centre

Please refer to your recent announcement that consideration was to be given to effecting cost savings measures, including (amongst other things) closure of the Tisbury & District Sports Centre and reductions IN rural community transportation grants. 

Your announcement was received with horrified amazement and incredulity by Fovant Parish Council and other members of our community, especially parents with young children, local volunteers at the Fovant Youth Club and Rainbow Centre for reasons as follows:  

(i) Tisbury & District Sports Centre is a very important facility serving all the rural communities in and around Tisbury within the Salisbury District Council Western Area.
(ii) The Tisbury Sports Centre is the only fitness venue available to the Western Area communities.
(iii) The Tisbury Sports Centre is open for use by both children and adults throughout the age and fitness range.
(iv) The Centre provides an important local back-up facility as a rehabilitation centre for those having suffered injury and illness – particularly heart and stroke victims.
(v) Tisbury Sports Centre provides an ‘outreach’ programme to enable children in rural communities around Tisbury to participate in a sports within their own community.   It being accepted that the lack of rural transport presents a barrier to access.  We consider that it is important for all age groups to learn to play together in a structured environment.
(vi) Closure of the facility would make access to sports provision unaffordable to the poorest families and individuals, bearing in mind the cost of travel to and car-parking fees within Salisbury.
(vii) We understand that the cost of overhead and equipment has already been pre-funded by the taxpayer from general taxation, and that the cost savings relate to operating costs only which should be affordable through properly managed local taxation.

We consider that closure of the Tisbury & District Sports Centre is contrary to the following government and E.U. guidance:

(a) Transport policies; closure of the Tisbury Sports Centre would create increased private vehicle traffic flows from the rural communities to Salisbury (or other destinations) and return
(b) Sustainable communities; closure would detrimentally impact the sustainable community concept as families would tend to move closer to the Salisbury and other main city centres and village populations would increasingly become childless dormitories for aging populations
(c) Environment;  increased traffic flows would contribute to increased global warming effects.
(d) Health policies;  reduced provision for sports and fitness facilities would adversely impact the general health (or improvements to health) of the rural communities.
(e) Social Exclusion;  the proposal if adopted would reinforce the continuing trend for social exclusion of the rural communities from main stream facilities in Wiltshire. 

We do not feel that your proposals would represent true value for money or benefit the community in any way, and therefore must wholeheartedly advise our opposition to it.  

Yours faithfully

E Young
Parish Clerk for 
Fovant Parish Council 

Telephone: +44 (0)1747 870528


Facsimile:   +44 (0) 1747 870528


E-mail:  Ladydown@waitrose.com





The Parish Clerk,


2 Ladydown View 


Tisbury, 


Salisbury, Wiltshire,  


SP3 6LL,  England.








