Fovant Rights of Way:  Status Report 
Cllr Mrs Harris is the Fovant Parish Council’s Rights of Way portfolio holder. 

Wet Springs and Summers may make several of our footpaths very overgrown and in some cases impassable.  However, all our paths are regularly surveyed and when necessary work to bring the Footpaths up to walking standard is progressed.   Each Right of Way has its own particular traits, these are:  
RoW 1 – This path is generally in good condition throughout the year with no obstructions.

RoW 2 – This path can be made impassable should the Landowner plant maize right up to the path, but once by past the sewerage works, it reverts to its usual lovely walk.  Outside the growing season the path is generally in good condition. 
RoW 3 -  This path can be difficult but provided the part between Kissing-gates 3 and 4 has been cut right back there should be no obstruction by overgrowth.  A new stile was erected in year (2008) at the Church Lane end of FP3, but Fovant Parish Council’s application for a Parish Improvement Grant towards the cost of two more Kissing -gates at the top and bottom of the grassy incline on FP3 opposite Leatler Close were turned down.
RoW 5 -  This path is generally clear and in good condition with no obstructions.  

RoW 6 - The Wiltshire Council Rights of Way Warden was consulted about FP6 (heading north up the valley slope opposite the Village Hall) regarding the installation of a handrail/rope on the steepest part of the path – we have been advised against this as it would introduce high maintenance and liability issues.  

RoW 6A -  This path is generally clear and in good condition with no obstructions.  

RoW 7 – This path suffers from nettle growth at the approach to the A30 junction; walkers are advised to take a stick with them to beat down the growth as they pass. The remainder of the path proceeding north and passing FP8 is generally good
Row 8 – This Byway may sometimes become badly overgrown, not helped by walkers walking on the field – walkers are requested no to trespass if the field is ploughed and “Not a footpath” notices are displayed along the fence.  Walkers using the official path will help to keep growth down.  

RoW 9 -  This path off Hole Lane to Sutton Road is generally clear and in very good condition.  

RoW 11 -  After large heavy rainfall, this path can suffer from large muddy puddles after entry from the A30, however in dry conditions it is generally clear and in good condition with no obstructions.  

RoW 12 -  This rarely used small length of path is generally clear and is in good condition with no obstructions.  

RoW 13 – This bridleway suffers from pot-holing at the junction with Brook Street and along its length.  From time to time the pot-holes are filled and the way becomes generally in good condition throughout its length from Brook St to the A30 at East Farm.

RoW 14 -  This restricted Byway is generally clear and is usually in very good condition.  

RoW 15 - Hole Lane is cleared by volunteers from the local neighbourhood (the “Hole Lane Gang” of volunteers) as and when work is required – generally this path is in very good condition.  

RoW 16 Again, steps and ropes were requested on FP16 (below Chiselbury Ring) but were declared by the Wiltshire Council Rights of Way Warden as not being viable due to erosion by the weather and cattle.  
RoW 17 – This Byway (Green Drove) is in generally good condition during dry weather, however some pot holes may appear from the A30 junction up to Greystones buildings after heavy rainfall. 

RoW 18  - This Byway (the Ox Drove) was the subject of extensive repair work by Wiltshire Highways during 2008 with the track from the Fovant Down Chicken Farm towards Chilselbury Ring being thoroughly upgraded to a beneficial state. The Byway 18 westbound (off the C62 junction) was closed by Wiltshire Council to vehicles going westwards past Fovant Hut towards Ebbesborne Wake and Alvediston in February 2009 because of the poor state of the track due to 4x4 traffic and motorbike use. 

The Parish Council wishes to extend their thanks to everyone who takes the trouble to report trouble spots (using the Rights of Way Report format below) and to those volunteers who help to keep the paths and bridleways walkable by strimming, chain sawing and digging drainage gullies, etc. throughout the year. 
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Fovant Rights of Way Map 
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Parish of Fovant - Rights of Way


Condition Report Form 





	Fovant  Parish  Council  has a  responsibility  for  co-ordinating  with Wiltshire 


	County Council (WCC) on all matters relating to the upkeep maintenance & 


	repair of all Rights of Way (RoW) in the Parish.  In conformance to the Country-


	side and Rights of Way Act 2000 a Local Access Forum has been established 


	and is accessible via a link on the Parish Council Web-site located at:-  	


� HYPERLINK "http://www.southwilts.com/site/fovant-parish-council/index.htm" ��http://www.southwilts.com/site/fovant-parish-council/index.htm�  or direct at


	� HYPERLINK "http://www.wiltshirelaf.org.uk" ��http://www.wiltshirelaf.org.uk�  the website gives details of public access rights





	The Council recognises that maintenance of Rights of Way is most effective 


	when paths, bridleways etc are regularly used.	The Parish Council has a 


	policy to encourage use of all public Rights of Way and has a dedicated 


	Councillor responsible for the co-ordination of inputs to the WCC RoW Officer. 





	The Council wishes to encourage users of our rights-of-way to report any 


	problems, defects to stiles, missing or damage to Footpath Signs, any


	land-owner obstructions, tree bush or nettle growth obstructing paths, or 


	any other unsafe or unusual occurrences (including use of motorised vehicles


	etc) which you may have experienced when walking a Parish public Right of Way .





	Please use this form to report any matter to the Parish Council: 





	Footpath / Bridleway Condition Report 


	Path Number (See Rights of Way Map below)





	Location of Problem (mark with a ‘’X’ on the map) 





	Description of Problem:











	Name 					Date 


	Telephone No.


	………………………………………………………………………………………….





	Please send your report to:    	Cllr Anne Harris


					West Farm


					Shaftesbury Rd


					Fovant. FP3 5JB


					Tel: 01722 714217


	


Or send to any Parish Councillor  (See Notice Boards and this website for contact details) 











