NOTES OF THE PUBLIC MEETING HELD AT

FOVANT VILLAGE HALL, TUESDAY, 17TH JULY 2007

AFFORDABLE HOUSING FOR LOCAL PEOPLE

Guest Speakers: 
Carol Southall and Penny Bell – Community First 

Hosted by:

Nigel Knowles – Chairman, Fovant Parish Council 

Attended by:

31 members of the public 

      Introduction: 

Mr Knowles mentioned that the presentation concerned the results of the Consultation Survey on Housing Needs carried out in Fovant by Community First at the beginning of 2007, following an introductory presentation on Affordable Housing given 2006.  He introduced the Guest Speakers Carol Southall and Penny Bell. 

Presentation: 

Penny Bell referred to the Report which had been generated as a result of the survey.  She confirmed it was a document which was freely available to the public to view; it had been copied to the Parish Council and more copies could be made available through the PC or Community First if required.  Penny Bell summarised the findings in the report which analysis had concluded that 8 Homes were thought to be required in order to meet needs of  the Parish.
 Community First mentioned that one site had been visited but no decision had been made; it was also understood that the results of an Inspector’s decision with respect to development at Buckhurst & Creg-Ny-Baaa (Dinton Road) may provide guidance as to what may be considered to be acceptable development within that part of the Parish.   
Community First gave an excellent presentation which was followed with a lively and searching question & answer session giving all present an opportunity to make their points of view and to receive clarification on certain aspects of the Report.  Community First confirmed that only sites located outside but adjacent to the existing Housing Policy Boundary could be considered for Affordable Housing and are called “Exception Sites”.    Allocation of affordable homes in such sites would be made to people with strong Fovant connections and such homes do not become part of the general ‘social housing pool’ such as existing council and housing association homes within housing boundaries.
.        
The Presentation was well received and many expressions of thanks were received from those who attended the meeting.  Arising from questions taken during the meeting, there were some concerns that issues raised by parishioners would be overlooked as the process moved forward for example; 
(i) small spaced developments (2,3,4 units) would be preferred over one large development,

(ii) preservation of important green spaces in the village.

(iii) infrastructure support such as water, sewage and highways.

(iv) as the Parish Council will have no input with regard to allocations, it will be very important to have a precisely defined allocation system to ensure people with a strong Fovant connection have absolute priority, and only if no people with a strong Fovant connection need housing would people from the nearby villages be considered.  
Community First has since confirmed that they would include these concerns during future progression of this matter with Developers, Housing Associations, SDC Planning and others. 

Way Ahead:  
There were two specific actions requested from local residents and landowners resulting from the meeting:-
1. For those who wished to be considered for Affordable Housing in Fovant, they should register with the SDC Housing Department as soon as possible
2. Anyone, particularly landowners, with suggestions for an Affordable Housing location should send the details direct to Community First in the first instance. (Contact Tel No: 01380 722475, www.communityfirst.org.uk
Community First confirmed that one site had been viewed within the village but no decision had been made. Other sites will be considered as and when information is received.  Subsequent to the meeting Community First said there is no specific a cut-off date for plots available to be assessed and a decision made.  They will always talk to someone with a site so as not to miss an opportunity. Community First stressed that the process of providing affordable housing in rural areas can be slow. 

Notes issued by: 



N Knowles (Chairman) 
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