Fovant Parish Council  


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING AND COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 12 MAY 2009 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Present:
Cllr N Knowles  (Chairman)



Cllr A Phillips



Cllr Mrs P Story



Cllr A Leppard



Cllr Mrs A Harris



Cllr Mrs T Law



Cllr Ms H Fletcher



Cllr N Wyatt 
(Part-time)

In attendance:  Cllr T Deane;  Mrs EA Young  (Clerk) and three members of the public

Apologies
  Cllr C Roberts    (business)

ANNUAL MEETING OF COUNCIL

09/01
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:   The Councillors present signed their re-confirmation of Declarations of Interest forms.    There were no declarations of interest declared with respect to the agenda items for this meeting and the Chairman signed the Register accordingly.

09/02
NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS
(a)
Chairman to the Council:   proposed by Cllr Phillips and seconded by Cllr Fletcher, Cllr Knowles was voted in as Chairman of the Council 4 : 2 (NK, CR&NW non-voting)    
(b)
Vice Chairman:    there were two candidates proposed.  Cllr Phillips proposed by Cllr Harris and seconded by Cllr Knowles, was voted in 4 : 2 (TP, CR&NW non-voting)    
(c)
Finance Committee:  Chairman, Vice Chairman and Cllr A Leppard (unanimous)
(d)
Allocation of Councillor Portfolios:  Rights of Way:  Cllr Mrs Harris;  Village Hall:  Cllr Mrs Law;  Highways:  Cllr Mrs Story;  Neighbourhood Watch/TCSP:  Cllr Phillips and Cllr Mrs Law;  Playground:  Cllr Ms Fletcher and Cllr N Wyatt;   Youth Issues:  Cllr Roberts;  Emergency Co-ordinator:  Cllr Leppard; TAPCAP: Cllr Knowles. 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING:  

09/03  
CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR:  Following the resignation of Cllr R Bell, the Notice of Vacancy had been published for the statutory period.   A letter of interest had been circulated to Council from Mr Nigel Wyatt.    Cllr Knowles proposed and Cllr Fletcher seconded his co-option on to the Council.  There was unanimous agreement and Cllr Wyatt signed his Declaration of Interests and Register of Interests forms.  Council to write to Mr Ray Bell and thank him for his work for the Council.
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:  See Highways matters
REPORT FROM WCC CLLR T DEANE:

· Noted the bend sign on the A30 had been erected and appeared to be proving successful
· Advised that affordable Housing issues would be a priority for the Wiltshire Council

· Although SDC is replaced by Wiltshire Council, the existing web site for planning works efficiently.  Cllr Deane stated that if there were any planning problems that needed to be “called in” and discussed, he would be the point of contact during the interim period up to the Unitary Elections due to be held in July 2009 and the local Unitary Councillor would take over.
· Schooling:  Area Boards would need to concentrate on good results from schools.  Parish Councils had their own contribution to provide good Governors for the local schools
· Wiltshire Highways had received extra money to repair potholes in the roads.

09/04
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 3 MARCH 2009 (already
circulated)  Following some small changes, the Chairman signed the Minutes as a true record

09/05
MATTERS ARISING (from the last meeting and if not already on the agenda)

(a)
A30 signage and triangle layout:   Cllr Knowles reported that Wiltshire Highways work to improve the A30 signage and triangle layout was held pending publication of the Wiltshire Council’s Speed Limit Review as the speed limit dictated the size and spacing of signs; this was likely in November 2009.

(b)
Fovant Watercourse Guidance:  as the Environment Agency was unwilling to permit a group license for maintenance of the Fovant Brook, the Parish Council had undertaken to provide a Guide to riparian owners; draft Guidance has been prepared and is being reviewed by an Avon River bailiff to ensure it is relevant and offers good practical advice. In the short-term relevant extracts from the guidance will be published in the Community Magazine Three Towers.







       Action:  Cllr Phillips
(c)
Appointment of Fovant Tree Warden:  Mr John Rich had expressed an interest and had been sent details of the Tree Warden Scheme.   Wiltshire Wild Life who were acting for Wiltshire Council on this project had also been contacted for details of an Introductory Course.
(d)
Councillor Training Day 25 April 2009:   Council noted that this course had been attended by Cllr Mrs Law and Cllr Roberts.  It had proved an interesting and worthwhile training event.

(e)
All Councillors received the amended Standing Orders edition February 2009 which replaces all previous issues.  Further copies are available from the Parish Clerk upon request. 
09/06
PARISH REPORTS 
Highways:

(a) Council noted that Cllr Mrs Story would attend a Highways meeting on 22 May in the Michael Herbert Hall, Wilton.
(b) Council noted that the Fovant Road Safety Group had been in correspondence with Wiltshire Council, Trowbridge concerning their Road Safety Plan; the Wiltshire Council response had not been particularly useful. The Group was due to meet again on 21 May, venue to be agreed.  Cllr Knowles had been invited to attend.  Cllr Deane asked to be kept informed.
(c) Council were informed that a sign at Sutton Road sign had rotted away and needed replacing – Wiltshire Highways had been advised and work is to be scheduled. 
Action:  Cllr Story

Rights of Way:  
Council took note that RoW 8 (Byway) was susceptible to being overgrown and this was not helped by people walking on the field rather than the designated path; “Not a footpath” notices had been put along the fence but continued to be ignored by some members of the public. 
Playground:  

Cllr Fletcher reported that some estimates had been received for the refurbishment of the playground.  Council agreed as follows:    
1) A Project Group comprised of Cllr Fletcher and Cllr Wyatt and supported by Cllrs Knowles and Phillips to meet to discuss the formation of a Project Plan with milestones covering all aspects of the proposed upgrade and refurbishment programme, including obtaining estimates and making funding applications etc as necessary to support the work.
2) Council agreed that the Climbing Frame and concrete supports should be removed as soon as possible leaving the frame as a play area. Council noted and accepted the offer by Cllr Wyatt to undertake this activity at no cost to the Council.



Action:  Cllr Wyatt 

3) Cllr Fletcher agreed to contact Wicksteed Leisure in order to obtain the See-saw Under-side Safety cover or, if not available, for a copy of the drawing of the item in order that the Council may source the item from an alternative local supplier. 


Action:   Cllr Fletcher
Note:  A fund raising day would be held by The Pembroke Arms on 25 July in support of this Project and any suggestions and volunteers would be gladly received.

09/07
R2 FUNDED PROJECTS

Council noted that there were no current R2 funded applications for consideration. It was also noted that this source of funding may be subject to change or removed altogether consequent upon formation of the Wiltshire Council. 
09/08
FINANCE
Balances as at 9 April 2009:



Clerk’s gratuity a/c

£1035.79 (ring fenced)

Deposit a/c


£1656.64








Current a/c


£2471.59

* Council noted:  amounts previously allocated (PC meeting 4.11.08)  

A30 flashing sign funding £2250 and Kissing Gates £300 
          
(a)
Council noted that the full Parish Precept for FY 09/10 in the sum of £6490 had been received

(b)  
Council reviewed the Statement of accounts and the Annual Governance Statement (which had been previously circulated to councillors).  These were agreed with one abstention and signed by the Chairman.   The FY 08/09 audit papers are now with the Internal Auditor.

(c)
The following payments, proposed by Cllr Fletcher and seconded by Cllr Phillips, were approved nem con:

759
Mr K Aylen  (grass cutting April 2009)




£96.00

760
Community First  (annual subscription for 2009)



£36.00

761
Wiltshire Association for Local Councils (annual subscription 2009)          £216.86

762
Rent for Village Hall  January to March 09




£48.00

763
Wood and Co.   photocopying  March 09




£10.61

764
Allianz Insurance FY 09/10 renewal as at 01 June 2009

          £457.74

(d)
Proposed by Cllr Story and seconded by Cllr Knowles, Council approved nem con the NALC revised salary scales for part time Clerks as from April 2009:  Scale 21 to be increased from  9.814 to 9.843 per hour  (an increase of .29p per hour).

(e)
Proposed by  Cllr Story and seconded by Cllr Fletcher, Council approved nem con  the transfer of 5% of the Clerk’s salary of £2126 to the Clerk’s gratuity fund amounting to £106.30.
09/09
PARISH COUNCIL INSURANCE
Council noted that two quotations for Parish Council Insurance had been received and circulated to Council.   Council had indicated nem con to renew the Allianz insurance of £457.74 as from 1st June 2009 for one year on the grounds that the Public Liability insured amount (£10M) was best value.    Cllr Knowles proposed and Cllr Phillips seconded that the Fidelity Guarantee should be increased to £12,000 per year from £4,000 and that a quote be obtained; Council agreed nem con. Action:  Clerk
09/10
PLANNING

Planning determined by Fovant Parish Council    
S/2007/0633
Cross Keys  Shaftesbury Road Fovant: change of use to public house, ground floor extension to rear and internal changes to listed building: supported with conditions
S/2009/572
Meadow House, Dinton Road Fovant: full planning retention and completion of retaining wall and patio and associated earthworks/landscaping: supported with observations
S/2009/597 (Outline)  Downesway, Shaftesbury Rd, Fovant:  demolition of commercial building and construction of 2 3-bedroom dwellings:  Council meeting scheduled for 19 May 2009 at 6 pm

Planning determined by Salisbury District Council 
S/2009/2101
Land adjacent to Pound House: erection of 4 bed dwelling and garage:  approved

S/2009/0428
Riverside, High Street:  tree works – pollarding: decision awaited
09/10
CORRESPONDENCE

(a)
Council took note the Environment Services were providing a skip grant of £390 for 09/10; the Clerk to determine if this related to provision of skips or a compacter vehicle. Action:  Clerk

(b)
TAPCAP:  Council noted that a link to the Wiltshire Forum of Community Partnerships web site had been inserted on the Parish Council web-site.
(c)
Cllr Harris gave her advance apologies for the Council meetings due in June and July owing to business commitments.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.25 p.m. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   Tuesday 9 June 2009 in the Village Hall at 7.15 p.m. 
Details of future meetings of the Council:
Tuesday 7 July

(Parish Council meeting)

Tuesday 1 September
(Parish Council meeting)

Tuesday 6 October  

(Parish Council meeting - to consider the precept for 2010/11)

Tuesday 3 November 
(Parish Council meeting - to approve the precept for 2010/11)

Tuesday 5 January 2010
(Parish Council meeting)

Tuesday 2 February 2010
(Parish Council meeting)

Tuesday 2 March 2010
(Parish Council meeting)

Wednesday 31 March 2010
(Annual Parish Meeting)

Any item for inclusion at the Parish Council meeting must be notified in writing to the Clerk for consideration of acceptance in accordance with the Parish Council Standing Orders at least 7 days in advance of the meeting. Notice of the next meeting will be posted on the Parish Council notice boards at least three working days prior to the date of the meeting.

The Minutes of the Parish Council meetings are published on the Parish Notice Board, the PC web site at
(www.southwilts.co.uk/site/Fovant-Parish-Council/index/htm) and a synopsis in Three Towers Community magazine.

