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Reference:  FPC/WC.SCI/09


Date:   19th June 2009

For the attention of:  Alistair Cunningham 

Service Director - Economy and Enterprise

Dear Mr Cunningham, 

Wiltshire Council Consultation: Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) 
We refer to Wiltshire Council letter reference SCIMay2009 dated 11th June 2009, requesting the views of Parish Councils on the Wiltshire Council’s Statement on Community Involvement with the development process.   
We thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Council’s proposed Statement of Community Involvement and have the following comments to make taking into account that as a statutory Consultee our experience to date suggests a number of points which your authority may wish to consider when preparing an updated SCI. 
Our principal role is to present the views of our local community on development proposals which have a direct impact on both our local built and natural environments.  As a parish council we have a duty to bring to the attention of the Development Officers and the Unitary Council to whom they are responsible, our knowledge and experience of local conditions present in our communities such as; conserved buildings, street scenes and landscapes, the presence of geographic and natural attributes, important watercourses, areas of special interest including the AONB, and important flora and fauna.  

In terms of best practice, as a Parish Council we would encourage the Authority to recognise and adopt an SCI which provides for:
· Particular regard to the views of a Parish Council as the lowest democratic tier of local representation; acknowledging that few other Consultees have such mandate.
· Community involvement must engage the whole community within the parish, not just resident households adjacent to the development. 
· It should also include other local parish councils and the local Community Area Partnerships (where such exist) where developments are proposed which would have an impact on the wider community area;  i.e. planning applications which would lead to a large increase in traffic movements passing through another community to/from the location of the proposed development, impacts on local shared infra-structures (schools, GP surgeries, hospitals etc) - this should include developments which are being considered by and within an adjacent County Planning Authority. 
· We strongly recommend the continued use of the Consultation Table shown on pages 18 & 19 of the Salisbury District Council’s Adopted Statement of Community Involvement dated December 2006 – possibly enhanced to show which Consultees views take priority over other Consultee inputs – and why. 
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· It should be mandated policy for all development proposals to be submitted in a consistent manner with a full set of scaled drawings highlighting; N,S,E & W elevations, their height and features, each tier footprint, materials, finishes, topographical and other features of existing and proposed development; their relationship with neighbouring properties, including a comparison of ridge heights, and frontage lines – as well as any Design Statements and other mandated documentation. 
· We recognise that the use of technology can reduce the lengthy time period generally associated with community involvement in planning matters. These can include the use of the internet and other electronic formats to enhance the transparency and openness policies of the Wiltshire Council and local planning process.  However, there is a need to recognise that in Wiltshire’s rural communities any new method must be complemented by traditional means so that continuity in engagement is retained and those without access too, or skills in, methods using information technology are still able to participate – additionally for medium to large development proposals, outreach workshops to more remote and peripheral parts of the community will be required. 
· It should be mandated practise for all medium to large development proposals to engage with the public and other consulters as early as possible – and certainly before the design is ‘fixed’ to one option - using tools such as Exhibitions, illustrations and models to provide the community with the opportunity to visualize how a scheme might look when developed and will stimulate greater acceptance and understanding, especially related to movement patterns, building heights and densities.
·  Community involvement requires early and regular engagement. It should be a proactive and live process, enabling everyone to be involved at a stage when they can make a difference – this means before the design is ‘fixed’. All potential developers should be required to undertake public consultation within the local community in which it is to be located, particularly if to be sited within a Conservations Area or AONB area. 
· Community involvement should pursue an integrated approach across the range of relevant town and parish community plans and strategies (including, for example, local community strategies as well as Local Development Frameworks). 
Our main concern with Statements of Community Involvement is that they must help to deliver:
· real sustainable development within our local communities, taking into account the need to recognise conflicting sustainable environmental objectives and in particular, the need to reduce locating housing developments requiring the increased use of private vehicles to commute to/from schools, works, shops and services, including GP surgeries, hospitals.
· set appropriate policies for scale and quality of development within our rural villages that will encourage the availability of affordable homes for our local community – even if this may require much reduced construction of unaffordable  ‘executive’ style 4-6 Bed homes.
· To recognise and accept that the Governments Planning Policy Guidance (PPG) and other centrally produced government guidance, particularly with respect to built mass per hectare, should not be unthinkingly applied to developments within rural areas as they tend to destroy the village structural relationship within its natural environment, leading to the creation of back-fill or tandem-fill and infill which adversely impacts the rural scene and introduces the unwelcome ‘urbanisation’ of villages.   
· To recognise and accept that the materials and architectural designs giving an historical and valued homogenous built scene within our rural villages is derived from the presence of such materials and local styles – and that their continued use should be mandated.
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· to seek a general enhancement of building maintenance, modification and extensions to existing housing stock and other buildings by setting high standards of quality in design and materials.
General observations: 

1) We consider that "community involvement is vital to a successful and inclusive process. Greater community engagement strengthens the sense of ownership and pride in places and is the foundation of high quality sustainable development. It is for elected Local Authorities to be aware of and act to achieve this.
2) The increase in the use of ‘Delegated Powers’ by unelected local government officials to meet centrally imposed statistical targets; the inclusion of inputs from unelected Government established ‘quangos’ and the introduction of new Planning Law has seriously depleted the democratic input into the planning process.  The public are aware of this.  

3) Whilst different issues may arise, community engagement is important for both urban and rural areas – and this is especially so in Wiltshire. At the heart of high quality developments are the communities they serve. 
4) It should be remembered that local communities have to live forever with the developments permitted – but that developers themselves, who often live outside the area, rarely have to live with them, although they enjoy income and profit therefrom. The impact of developments on local communities should be the priority of decision-makers unless an overwhelming National Interest prevails.
5) People must be empowered to help shape the future of their communities through mechanisms that will enable closer working between the public, private and community sectors. A more accessible and inclusive development process that enables real participation in formulating strategies is central to this.
6) In support of the SCI process and to ensure consistency in decision-making across the County, we recommend that the Wiltshire Council should continue to set aside funding to ensure that all parish & town councils are assisted and enabled to initiate and complete a Town/Parish Plan within five years; the result of which shall be adopted by the Planning Authority as a primary material consideration when considering development applications.  
This parish council would like to encourage the new Wiltshire Council to ensure these aspects are incorporated within the updated Statement of Community Involvement. 
We trust that this submission may be viewed as constructive and we look forward to working closely with the Wiltshire Council on all development matters affecting our Parish  (or in other parishes or adjacent Counties) where they may impact our community.   
Yours sincerely,
Nigel Knowles
Chairman Fovant Parish Council 

The Parish Clerk,


2 Ladydown View, 


Tisbury, 


Salisbury, Wiltshire,  


SP3 6LL,  England.





Telephone: +44 (0)1747 870528


Facsimile:  +44 (0) 1747 870528


E-mail:  ladydown@waitrose.com








