ALDERBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Roman Catholic Chapel, Whaddon, on

Thursday 6th December 2007 at 7pm.

Present: Councillors:

Mr. A. Jackson (AJ)
Mr A. Poole (AP)

Mrs. D. Biggs (DB)
Mrs. B. Elborn (BE)

Mrs. Lisa Allen (LA)

Mr P. Jenks (PJ)
Mrs E. Chandler (EC)






Mr R Britton (RB) – District Councillor and one member of the public.
Public questions and statements : 
Concern was raised regarding the state of the cricket pavilion in the recreation ground. It was reported that the rear of the building in particular is in a bad state of repair. It was agreed that a list of items for repair would be made and a letter sent to the football club reminding them that they have a maintenance lease which requires them to keep the property in good order.

Apologies for absence: Mr. J. Hubbard (JH), Mrs P Horton (PH), Mrs J. Copley
Declarations of Interest: None
Minutes of the Last Meeting: The Minutes of the meeting held on 6th November 2007, having been circulated, were taken as read and agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

Finance:  
2099 (2082)
The following payments were approved:

	Chq No.
	Paid to:
	For :
	Amount

	607
	BT
	Parish telephone line
	£64.16

	608
	B.Caley
	Litter picking - Nov
	£20.00

	609
	A. McRobb
	Litter picking - Nov
	£20.00

	610
	J Saunders
	Litter picking (Nov, P and A Saunders).
	£40.00

	611
	S. Ingram
	Salary & expenses – Nov.
	£397.01


Next cheque number will be 612.
2100 (2084) – Precept – A 10% increase in the precept for 2008/2009 was agreed. This is to cover the expected increase in grass cutting costs, increased litter collection, increase in Clerk’s working hours, the purchase of a dedicated parish telephone line and broadband, the village design statement and the unexpected use of reserves due to the cost of investigation undertaken by auditors following an unfounded complaint by a member of the parish.
2101 – Burial ground fees – It was agreed to allow still born babies to be buried in the parish burial ground free of charge.

Election of New Chairman:

2102 – DB was nominated and duly elected as new Chairman. AJ, as retiring Chairman, thanked the council for the opportunity to lead them over the past year or so, in particular BE for her guidance and patience as his whole tenure had been a learning curve. He went on to say that all councillors do their best, sometimes under difficult circumstances, for the good of the village. He noted that it was not always easy to find the time to take on extra tasks with the necessity to balance home life and work along with the needs of the village. He added that the job councillors do is necessary and voluntary, they are not professionals and it often seems that they are not appreciated. However, he noted that they do it because they are interested in the welfare of this village and they want the best for all the residents, the vast majority of whom are very satisfied with what councillors do on their behalf. He also thanked the clerk for all her hard work and the efficient manner with which she takes care of the councillors. DB thanked AJ on behalf of the rest of the councillors for doing such a good job as Chairman.
Matters arising from last meeting:
2103 (2086 ) - Children's Play Area – The refurbishment of the play equipment is due to take place next week but JH had advised the contractors that any painting should not be done in wet weather. 

R2 money has already been agreed for this project but Clarendon have an allocation which is due to expire soon and so, it was agreed to arrange for funds to be taken from the Clarendon allocation and allow Clarendon to use the same amount of funds from the Alderbury allocation when they have their project ready before funds expire. Clerk to action.
A complaint had been received regarding metal parts protruding from the ramps at the skate park. It was agreed to get this repaired.
2104 (2087 ) – Alderbury Football Club – The football club is still awaiting assurances from the SDC planning department regarding the likelihood of planning being approved prior to proceeding further with the development of the new football pitches.
2105 (2088 ) – Raglan Housing – No news, BE to chase.
2106 (2089 ) – Little Ridge Wall – A letter from Highways had been received which states that the owners do not have permission to erect the wall and request it to be taken down. It was reported however, that reflective arrows have now been placed on the wall. AP to contact Highways.
2107 (2090) - Reserved plots at burial ground – The contractor is expected to move the hedge either just before Christmas or in the New Year.
2108 (2091) - Maintenance of Burial Ground – AJ and BE have inspected the path and boards. It was agreed to widen the path to enable large grass cutting machinery to pass through without damaging the boards any more. It was suggested that the hedge contractors may be interested in cutting back the path at the same time. AJ to action.
2109 (2092) - Oak tree in Avon Drive – AP has inspected the tree. He reported that it has healthy growth with only one branch showing signs of decay, which in his opinion was unlikely to fall in the immediate future. However, cars were seen parked under the tree.  It was agreed to investigate the legal liability should a branch fall onto a car. Clerk to action.
2110 (2093) - Pathway hedge from Green Dragon to Shute End – Investigations revealed that the owner of this hedge has recently been seriously ill. AP to continue to review.
2111 (2094) - Salisbury & South Wiltshire : Our place in the future – A meeting with Paul Sample has been arranged for January. RB, JH and AP had recently attended a housing allocation seminar in which it appeared that Alderbury may not be targeted for substantial housing although this will considered again in 2008. Although it was felt that it’s important to emphasize that the infrastructure around Alderbury is not in place for such a development, it was agreed to wait until the results of the consultation are issued for comment in February before meeting with P. Sample. The final preferred options will be published in June.
2112 (2096) - War memorial – A volunteer who prepared the memorial for Remembrance Day was thanked.  A volunteer has also come forward to maintain the memorial throughout the year.
2113 (2097) - Recreation ground ramp – Although the Village Hall has a removable ramp, it was felt that access should be permanently available for wheelchair users to access the recreation ground at any time. An option considered was to drop the kerb and add a gentle ramp. As there is a post in the middle of the path, another site nearer the bowling green may be a possibility. DB to visit the site and consider the options. It was noted that R2 funds would be available for a ramp.
2114 – One Council for Wiltshire – DB attended a meeting in October where concern was raised that outlying areas from the Trowbridge centre may be forgotten. It was also reported that there will be an opportunity for the parish council to opt in or out of new responsibilities quite early on in the formation of the One Council. Councillors were requested by the Chairman to all keep an eye out for developments on this matter.
New Agenda Items: 
2115 - License for maintenance of Highways verges – Highways had informed the council that the visibility splays for The Sandringhams and Pepperbox Rise are owned by Highways but are being cut by the parish council. The PC can continue to cut those areas if they apply for a ‘nil cost’ license or, Highways can add them to their schedule for cutting. It was reported that Spiders Island has been cut regularly by Highways. The financial implications will be investigated. Clerk to action.
2116 - Street lights on Clarendon Road – A request had been made by a resident for street lights as cars have been seen speeding along this road which can be hazardous for pedestrians. It was noted that in the past, the cost to supply street lights have been prohibitive and also, that the Parish Plan is against urbanization. Request was refused.
2117 - Litter picking – One litter picker has resigned but another has come forward. Clerk to arrange commencement.
2118 – Travellers near the Three Crowns – Complaints had been received regarding travellers setting up on the now closed road near the Three Crowns. The Police had been contacted who in turn, had contacted the Wiltshire County Council Gypsy and Traveller Unit. It was noted that there is provision in place to gate off the lane and residents who require access, could be given a key. RB commented that British Telecom had previously objected to closing the road completely as they have equipment which they may need access to and, as this had not been resolved, a stop had only been placed at one end of the road. It was agreed to approach the Police and the Traveller Unit again and ask them to take action as reports have been received of a ferocious dog scaring horses riding past the travellers. Clerk to action.
Reports:

PLANNING – The following applications have been reviewed by the parish council and have been forwarded  to SDC for a decision:

S/2007/2300
Trees with TPO –crown lift oak to 1.5m above ground level at Wattle Cottage, Oak Drive, Alderbury,– PC had no comment.
S/2007/2302
Application for certificate of lawfulness for use of land as extended residential garden at Wattle Cottage, Oak Drive, Alderbury– PC had no comment.
S/2007/2301
Trees with TPO, reduce lower limbs by 10% at Deer Leap, Rectory Road, Alderbury– Leave to arboriculture officer.
S/2007/2319
Extension over existing garage with 2 dormers at 7 Oakwood Grove, Alderbury– PC had no comment.
S/2007/2420
Extension to form classroom at Alderbury & West Grimstead Primary School – PC supports. 
The following applications have been approved by SDC:
S/2007/576
demolish the existing two detached properties and erect fourteen houses with associated parking and new access at Rhosfach and Collingwood, Grimstead Road, Whaddon.
The following application was refused by SDC:

S/2007/1843
new dwelling on site of existing garage and alteration to access at land adjacent to Merrifield, Southampton Road, Whaddon
The Head of Development Services has decided that no objection be raised for:
S/2007/1960
Trees in conservation area – fell sycamore tree on land adjacent to 25 Southampton Road, Alderbury, 

2119 - AP reported that a letter of complaint regarding the conduct of councillors at a planning meeting held in September 2007 has been replied to after conferring with members of the planning committee.

POLICE LIAISON – AP had attended a Neighbourhood Tasking Group (NTG) and reported that new tasks will be speeding, particularly in Whiteparish, and Landford (a request was made for checks to be made along the Clarendon Road ref 2116), youth issues as opposed to anti-social behaviour, and a major revamp of the neighbourhood watch scheme. It was also reported that there had been criminal damage to parked vehicles in the evenings in all the local villages by use of a catapult.
VILLAGE HALL –  Following the new Charity Commissioners rules, a new lease with the social club has still to be agreed. It was suggested that the utilities could be included in the rental fee. This was not agreed to.  EC to continue to action.
SDC – RB reported that a new Chief Executive had been appointed for the New Year. Also, with the prospect of a unitary council, morale is low amongst council officers and some are leaving.
FOOTPATHS – PH reported by letter that she had been informed that permissive paths can be set up anywhere with the landowners permission. It was agreed to attempt this so that people can walk to nearby villages. PH to action.
It was also noted that the Connect2 project previously reported in Octobers minutes had been aired on television this week and voting can begin at the weekend.

Southern Area Committee – RB reported that there will be another consultation for new air traffic lanes over the New Forest but this was not thought to affect Alderbury. The next Southern Area Committee meeting is due to be held on January 8th.
VILLAGE WEBSITE – JH to report at the next meeting an idea to set up a dedicated website for Alderbury.
PARISH PLAN ACTION GROUPS -  No reports. All councillors please bring update reports to the January meeting.
The Chairman requested that any councillors presenting a report could put it in writing, preferably by email to the clerk to ease her job.

Correspondence :

The following had been received:
2120 - A resident had complained about what he thinks is the mishandling of the Waleran Close agreement completed in June 2006. The resident would now like an internal review. DB, as the new Chairman, will write to him advising him that she is looking at the case and will get back to him on the matter asap.
2121 – Following a letter received last month regarding an apparently empty property in Rectory Road, a reply had been received from SDC stating that having visited the property, Environmental Services agree that it appears to have been left empty and unattended for some time, but, there was no evidence of rat activity and that there is very little risk to public health. The information has been passed to SDC Housing Services who try to deal with properties that have been abandoned. This has been forwarded to the complainant.
2122 – Resignation of Mr A Jackson from the position of Chairman of Alderbury Parish Council.
2123 – Resignation of Mrs C Briers from the Parish Council. Democratic Services had been notified and the vacancy has been advertised. They will write to council again after 12th December to advise whether an election is required or if council may co-opt a volunteer.

2124 – An email reporting that all the maintenance work in the entrance to Southway has been completed and thanking the PC for the supply of dog fouling warning signs.
2125 – An email from PJ reporting that the Sub Postmaster has advised him that the Alderbury Post Office is not included in the list of Wiltshire Post Offices identified for closure.

2126 – Details of a Parish Council Training Seminar to be held on 25th January.

2127 – Details of a Polling District Review – Public advertisement and consultation process.

A.O.B. – 
2128 – Standing Order Amendments – It was agreed to update the Standing Orders as the constitution is still listed as 9 members but is in fact now 11, consequently, the quorum requires amending from 3 to 4. Also, to amend the email address specification to reflect the new clerks address following connection to broadband.
2129 – Code of Conduct – Councillors agreed to formally adopt the Standard’s Board Model Code of Conduct for Parish Councils opting-in paragraph 12(2) which gives members with a prejudicial interest in a matter the same rights as members of the public to speak to a meeting on the matter, and then leave before the main discussion and vote.
Date of next meeting: Monday 7th January 2008 at 7.30 p.m.
Next minute number 2130.
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