ALDERBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Roman Catholic Chapel, Whaddon, on

Tuesday 4th March 2008 at 7.30pm.

Present: Councillors:

Mrs J. Copley (JC)
Mrs. D. Biggs (DB) (Chairman)
Mrs. B. Elborn (BE)

Mrs. Lisa Allen (LA)

 Mrs E. Chandler (EC)
Mr. J. Hubbard (JH)

Mrs P Horton (PH)

Mr P Barnfield (PB)
Mr B Moss (BM) – County Councillor, Mr R Britton (RB), – District Councillor, and two members of the public.
Apologies: Andrew Poole, Peter Jenks, Leo Randall, District Councillor.
Public questions and statements : 
A resident of Grimstead Road attended to mention a few items. 

1. 
Raglan Housing Association -  she knew this was on the agenda but wanted to say that she knew that the residents pay a maintenance allowance to have the verges fixed, she asked the PC to keep pushing for the bank to be maintained.

2.
She asked to have the white line re-done as you come out of Spiders Island on to Grimstead Road as many new villagers do not give way.  Clerk to action.

3.
She also wanted the Council to be aware that she had contacted Barratts re. the new development on Grimstead Road.  The name they were using was not what the residents wanted and she had managed to get a response from Barratts and SDC and the objections of the residents had been noted. They would like the new road to be named Collingwood Close after the house Collingwood which has stood there since the 1930’s.
DB was asked by a resident, who could not attend the meeting, to request that the PC contact the mother and toddler group, asking them to refrain from parking on the pavement when they are using the Roman Catholic Hall.  LA also said that there have been complaints on Saturday evening when mass is held.  Clerk to contact Mother and Toddler Group and Father Thomas.
Declarations of Interest: None
Co-option of Councillor:  No one present to accept post.  Vacancy to be re-advertised.
Minutes of the Last Meeting: The Minutes of the meeting held on 5th February 2008, having been circulated, were taken as read, agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

Finance:  
2198 (2163)
The following payments were approved:

	Chq No.
	Paid to:
	For :
	Amount

	625
	C. Hill
	Salary  £390.00 + overtime £94.72
Expenses – Feb - £50.15 
	£523.04

	626
	Post Offices
	Clerk - NI Payment 
	£11.83

	627
	Wiltshire Association of Local Councils
	New Clerk Course 

	£52.88

	628
	Wiltshire Association of Local Councils
	Parish Vacancy Posters
	£7.05

	629
	British Telecom
	Telephone Expenses – (putting in line at new clerks home)
	£164.00

	630
	Playsafety Ltd
	ROSPA Report – Annual Inspection of play area. 
	£151.58

	631
	D. Biggs
	Mileage Allowance (attending a meeting with PC approval minutes 5/2 under SDC)
	£41.29

	632
	J. Saunders
	Litter picking – (Feb, P. Saunders)
	£20.00

	633
	A McRobb
	Litter picking – Feb
	£20.00

	634
	B. Caley
	Litter picking – Feb
	£20.00


Next cheque number will be 635.
The following payments were received:

	From :
	Amount

	Alderbury Bowls Club
	£10.00

	Standing Order - from Alderbury Bowls Club
	£30.00

	Headstone fee for F Sime
	£25.00


2199 (2164)– Signatories – DB and the Clerk are trying to get assistance from the Bank of Ireland as they have sent the wrong forms to be filled out for change of signatories.  This will hopefully be completed by next meeting.  It was agreed that Debbie Biggs as Chairman, Peter Jenks and James Hubbard would become signatories.  Clerk and DB to action.
2200 (2165) – Budget 07/08 – clerk has checked the figure for WALC membership and it was £631.34 not £300 which was budgeted. To be amended on the next budget print out, all agreed that this would have to come from reserves as the precept has already been agreed.  Clerk to amend budget for 08/09.
2201 (2166) – Internal Audit Report – The PC considered that all points had been taken into account and that the recommendations had been adhered to.  Clerk to check on Asset Register recommendations.  DB asked the PC’s approval to put up posters in the village asking for a local resident to be the internal auditor.  This was agreed.  DB to action.
Matters arising:
2202 (2167) - Children's Play Area – JH met with the contractors.  JH managed to get them to agree that the standard of work is very poor and that they have agreed to carry out the repair work by the end of April 2008.  JH to report back.
2203 (2168) – Alderbury Football Club – JH asked approval to meet with Hannafords to discuss points regarding the lease for the new grounds for the football club from Longfords Estate.  It was agreed that JH is only to find information - any decisions should be made before the full council.  Action as below:
a). JH to communicate with Football Club to put Planning Application in before we do anymore on the lease,  (as this could take 3 months)
b) JH to ascertain from the football club how much planning application will cost.
c) JH to get a quote from Hannafords for the next meeting and how much their bill is for the work so far.
d) DB to look into R2 conditions on paying for legal bills.
2204 (2169) – Raglan Housing – BE agreed with Mrs Allott (from public question time) that something had to be done.  She had contacted Raglan several times and nothing had been sorted.  BE asked for the PC to write to Raglan Housing requesting them to replant the area (once there new maintenance contract had been agreed) and if this is not completed then the PC would contact the ombudsmen.  Clerk to action.
2205 (2170) – Little Ridge Wall –  AP sent the following report – “There has been no action since the letter of 18th December 2007 to the developers although a recent planning application S/2008/222 included this low wall on their application, I have therefore brought this to the attention of Highways and asked for a report back.”  DB is to contact SDC and look at original plans and get back to PC. 

2206 (2172) - Oak tree in Avon Drive – Clerk reported that she now had a plan of where the trees are that the PC has responsibility for.  She is now in the process of contacting companies to quote for any necessary work.  Clerk to action.
2207 (2173) - Recreation ground ramp – Clerk has now got approved contractors who are able to lower kerbs.  Clerk to get quotes..  
2208 (2175) – Complaint regarding Waleran Close – DB has read through the history of Waleran CloseThe purchase and subsequent sale and lease of the land was done legally in the best interests of the residents of the village.  It was agreed that if the resident who made the complaint would like to see the paperwork then the PC would be happy to show it.  On the condition that two councillors were present.  DB to action.

2209 (2176)– Grass cutting tenders – Three tenders were seen by the council. There were some areas that the council were unsure about so it was recommended that the clerk speak to the two companies and clarify the situation.  An extra-ordinary meeting would be called to complete the tender process so that the contract is able to start in April.  Clerk to action.

2210 (2179) – Missing Post Box - The Post Office has now put back the post box.
2211 (2180) – Cricket Pavilion -  JH now has the paperwork and is going to speak to the football club about the lease and the work that needs to be completed.  JH to action and report back at next meeting.  
2212 (2181) - Skate Park – PC were shown a report and quotes from skate park companies on the repairs that were recommended.  There was also a wish list of some new equipment that may be looked into at a later date.  DB was worried that there is a risk that the skate park is dangerous and should be closed.  The clerk was asked to urgently find out if this is the case.  It was agreed that the clerk should speak to Reg at SDC Parks and Whiteparish Clerk who have skate parks and talk about maintenance.  The PC agreed that once this had been done if there are no other avenues to explore the clerk should engage Park Leisure Ltd to carry out the basic repair work that needed to be done as long as it did not exceed the cost of £2,850.00, also to start applying for funding from the R2 fund to pay for these costs. (Following the meeting the clerk confirmed that the skate park does not need to be closed as it remains safe for the time being). Clerk to action. 
2213 (2182) – Property on corner of Canal Lane and Southampton Road - No reply had been received from the owners.  Clerk to send another letter.  
2214 (2183) – Housing Allocation Preferred Consultation Document – RB brought several documents for all the Councillors.  The consultation process has started and a reply from residents needs to be back by 11th April.  RB pointed out that during the period of the plan Salisbury District Council and subsequently the unitary Wiltshire Council are obliged to provide 12,400 new homes in South Wiltshire.  Alderbury had once again been targeted to receive a proportion of this.  After discussion the PC agreed that a Public Meeting needs to be called and that the “Save Alderbury” website needs to be reinstated.  A leaflet drop to be organised so that everyone in Alderbury could have their say and understand the implications of this report on the village. It was agreed that the Public Meeting will be held on Thursday 27th March at 7.30pm.  Clerk to try and book the school.  JH and DB to work on the website and leaflets which will be distributed by councillors and others as before.  JH, DB and Clerk to action.
Councillor A Poole arrived at the meeting 9.15pm and was present for the rest of the items.

2215 (2185) – New Planning form – to be discussed at the next meeting.
2216  (2186) – Resignation – co-option at next meeting in April.
2217 (2188) – Memorial Green Posts - Three quotes were obtained for the work of putting in posts around memorial green.  The PC agreed that the cheapest quote was from Wells and Son for the price of £288.00.  Clerk to organise work to be carried out.  
2218 (2189) – Parish & Town Council Liaison Meeting has been rescheduled to the 10th March at 6.30pm in the Alamein Suite, City Hall, Salisbury.  DB and PH to attend on behalf of the PC.  Clerk to give paperwork to DB.  Clerk to Action, DB, PH to report back to PC.

2219 (2191) – Best Kept Village 50th Anniversary competition – the clerk had filled in the forms and the village was now going to get further information.  Clerk to give update.
2220 (2197) – Affordable Housing Survey – Awaiting surveys to send out to households.  It was agreed that it would not be done until after the Public Meeting on the 27/3.  Clerk to action.

PLANNING – The following applications have been reviewed by the parish council and have been forwarded to SDC for a decision:

S/2008/195
New detached dwelling (amended scheme following approval under S/2004/1164) at Adjacent Pels House, Junction Road– PC had no comment.
S/2008/221
New detached garage at Little Ridge, Southampton Road – PC had no comment.

S/2008/222
Boundary Wall to road frontage at Little Ridge, Southampton Road – PC objected.

S/2008/223
Extend front of garage and extend bedrooms at front of bungalow at Chardenet, Rectory Road – PC supported.

S/2008/270
Construction of open porch at Rivendell, Clarendon Road – PC had no comment.

S/2008/274
Trees in conservation area – fell cupressus at 36 Silver Street – PC had no comment.

S/2008/275
Retrospective application for works carried out contrary to planning approval S/2005/2559 at 10 Waleran Close – PC had no comment.

S/2008/357
Side Conservatory at 3 Crown Cottages, Whaddon – PC had no comment.

The following applications have been approved by SDC:
S/2007/1802
Proposed conversion and extension of agricultural building to create one dwelling at Barn to rear of Shute End Farm House, Silver Street

S/2007/2420
Extension to form Classroom at Alderbury & West Grimstead School, Firs Road 
S/2007/2441
Rear extension and front porch at Rushdene, Firs Road
The following application was refused by SDC:

S/2007/2539
Two storey side extension at 1 Matron Cottages, Whaddon
POLICE LIAISON – AP reported that he was unable to attend the area meeting on the 5th February but has had a report as follows: - Speed checks have been fruitful in Clarendon Road and through the village as requested at our last liaison meeting.

AP also mentioned to PC Clissold about the smashed bus shelters at Silverwood and Marshmead Close.  PC Clissold is aware of the broken glass but does not know exactly when they were attacked.  AP was told that the owners of the bus shelters, Adshel, do not report these crimes to the police so AP felt that lots of crime is being brushed under the carpet especially as he has noticed lots of bus shelters in Swindon have the glass completely smashed out and no sign of any replacement.  More bus shelters have been damaged and Clarence have been informed. 
VILLAGE HALL –  BC reported that an estimate for a commercial lease of the Social Club was being obtained.
SDC –  DB gave feedback on attending the Boundary Meeting  on the 15th February.  She felt that is was a bit of waste of time as she travelled a long way for a 50 minute presentation that did not work very well, and all they wanted to tell us is that we will be consulted about the proposed boundaries.  DB felt it was unfortunately a waste of her time and PC money. One Council for Wiltshire - Wiltshire County Council are running ‘Parish Meet and Greet’ meetings.  There is an allocation of two spaces for the Alderbury Parish Council.  DB asked for Councillors to consider if they wished to attend on the 22nd April at 6.30pm in Sarum College, Salisbury and decide who would be going at the next meeting.  Clerk to action.  
FOOTPATHS –  
2221 - A report on the Rights of Way Improvement Plan .  PH said there was nothing new to report from this plan she had passed it on to the ramblers society just for them to see if they could find anything new.  

2222 - DB has met with met with Mr Whalley from Longford Estate, it was said that passes would not be re-issued but Mr Whalley would look into suggestions to reinstate bridges across the river joining public footpaths.  DB is to investigate further and contact Mr Whalley for a meeting in a few weeks.  DB to action. 
2223 - DB has checked on the Connect2 project and it seemed that it was not going to be quite as the council had thought.  There is not going to be a separate cycle path running through the village, but there will be a crossing across Southampton Road.  After checking some of the path DB felt that cyclists would have trouble with the terrain on certain parts.  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact connect2 to ensure that the route was safe for cycling. Clerk to action.
2224 - PH confirmed that there seems to be some possibility of a path to West Grimstead ,she is currently working on this with Jim Ridd.  PH to keep the PC informed.
Southern Area Committee –    The next Southern Area Committee meeting is due to be held on March 27th  2008.
VILLAGE WEBSITE – JH gave an update .  The old website is now up and working again.  The minutes of the meetings have been put on.  JH also gave the costing for the new website set up.  £15.00 for the initial host. £10 per year hosting with free e-mail etc. the PC agreed these costs and JH to come up with some designs for next month’s meeting.  
Correspondence :

The following had been received:
2225 - There was an e-mail from Councillor Bill Moss to inform of a presentation from the Salisbury District Transportation Joint Committee. The presentation was about Speed Management Strategy. The PC agreed that the clerk should ask for the presentation and any information provided to be sent to the PC for them to see.  Clerk to action.
2226 - It was agreed that any correspondence from WALC should be dealt with by the clerk and brought to the meetings only if relevant.
2227 - Letter from the Audit Commission informing the PC that the External Auditor would be Mazars again.
A.O.B.
2228 - Agenda Items - It was pointed out that any items which may need a decision, particularly if it involves spending money, should be specified on the agenda in order that all Councillors may give the item some thought and formulate an opinion.  Items brought up at the end of the meeting which are not detailed on the agenda should be of an advisory nature only.  It was agreed that the title AOB would not appear on the agenda anymore, but a title of maintenance would be put in. Clerk to action.
2229 - DB explained that the Reports section of the minutes is currently going un-numbered and was becoming hard to trace back for certain items.  It was agreed that the reports section of the minutes would be numbered to allow for this. Clerk to action.
2230 - DB requested that if councillors wanted to report on any item under the section Reports that they contact the clerk 7 days prior to the meeting date so that it could be added to the agenda.

Maintenance 
2231 - It was mentioned that the Clarendon Road sign is missing and also the road sign for Avon Drive is at EC house ready to be put back.  Clerk to action.
Date of next meeting: Tuesday 15th April 2008 at 7.30 p.m. This meeting will be preceded at 7pm by the Annual Parish Meeting. Clerk to contact relevant people to give reports.
Next minute number 2232
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